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DEPARTIEIT OF THE AJR T'ORCE

HOADQUARTERS, 377TH COwBAT SUPPORT GROUP (PACAT)
APQO San Trancisco 96307

REPLY TO June 17 1968
ATTN OF: BSP
SUBJECT: Combat Operations After Actions Report (RCS: HACV J3-32)(U)

T: 74F (1GS)

1. (U) Type Operation: ilbortar, rocket, automatic/smell arms and ground
attacks against Tan Son Thut Air Base and the Tan Son ifhut Sensitive .rea.,

2. (U) Dates of Operation: 0616 hours, 6 liay 1968 through 0700 hours 22
liay 1968, Small arms/automatic weapons fire and probing action on the south
perimeter continued to 22 lkiay 1968,

3. (U) Location: Tan Son ilhut iir Base, RVil, adjacent to IGA TU BAY HIEHN.,
The attempted ground penetration was on the south perimeter between Delta
Bunker ;77 and Delta Bunker ;6.

4o (U) Command and Control Headgquarters: Joint Defense Operations Center
Tan Son ihut Sensitive Area,

5. (U) Unit Commanders Bngaged in Operations:

a, Colonel Luu Xim Cuong Comdr, 33rd VilAF Wing (Comdr, TSH
Sensitive lLrea)

be Lt Col Phung Van Chieu Comdr, TSu Sensitive Point
(Dep Comdr, TSN Sensitive Area)

Colonel Farley E., Peebles Comdr, 377th Combat Support Group
Colonel Luther J, Miller Senior Ldvisor AFAT i1, 33rd Wing
Lt Colonel Thomas 4, licLoughlin Senior Advisor Toll Sensitive Lrea
Lt Colonel Pilly J, Carter Comdr, 377th oecurity Police Sq

Lt Colonel Petor F. Borowski Comdr, 1ULCV innex

GROUP - 4
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- Iaref 20 > GONFIDENTIAL NOFORN




CO\'FIDENTIAL&OFORN

he lajor Ronald &, Kollhoff Comdr, /rmed Helicopter Flt, 120
aviation Company

i. lajor Felix Barbour 8218t CSPS/B Tlight

(U) Units Engaged:

2nd Services Battalion (LRVI)

7th Airborne Battalion (ARVII)

53rd Regional Force Battalion (ARVIY)

377th Security Police Squadron

Task Force 35

1 Flatoon irmed Helicopter - 120th Aviation Company, LFT's irom
USLRV

4 Counter liortar Radar Sites

1 Compositic Rifle Company, 33rd VRHiI' ing Defense Group - JIDOC
1 Tank Platoon, 33rd VHAI ing Defense Group - JIOC

VHIAF and 7th AF TACC

Tan Son ihut Sensitive ireca Advisory Team

B Flight, 8621 CSPS

Intelligcnce:
Pre-attack Intelligencec:

(1) In early ipril a high ranking Viet Cong Officer rallicd to the
GVil, ho stated that the VC planncd a new offensive against Saigon/TSii area,
sometime in late ipril or early iiayg. This information started the buildup of
intelligenee indicating a new enemy offensive was emminent,

(2) On 2 ilay 1968, a HDI CHAIH who rallied on 1 liay stated he over-
heard plans on 30 ipril for an attack on Tan Son Vhut that was o take place
in approximately three to four days., This, combined with a combination of
intelligence analysis, indicated the possz.aility of an attack upon Saigon/TSN
area as part of a political lever for use in the upcoming pecace negotiations.

(3) On 3 ilay 1968, II ¥icld Force. stated that VC-iiVi movements in
the past 24 hours uldlcated a strong possibllity of a ground attack in the
Bien Hoa/Uaigon area.

(4) On 3 iay 1968, ACV disseminated a report from the special branch
of the ilational Police stating the VC would be in 5 columms, move north and
northwest with primary objectives of utilities, Radio and TV stations in
sailgon, One colum would swing to the southwest and attack Cholon., /in csti=-
mated two (2) VC divisions would be involved in this operation,

(5) On 4 liay 1968 a PO, of 1st P1t 2nd Bt/208 NVi artillery, stated
that he had received orders to attack TSH on 4 or 5 liay but NLT 5 liay 1968,
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(6) Trom this time to the morning of 6 ilay the intelligence grad-

uelly built to the possibility of a ground/indirect fire attack upon TSN and
E‘Jaigon.

be Post-attack Intelligence Inforuation: The iollowing information has
been colleccted irom numerous intelligence sources, including Seventh Alr Force,
CilD and USLRV resources and agencies directly supporiing the Tan Hon Hhut
oengitive Arca,

(1) On 5 iMay the VC attacked numerous targets throughout South _;
Vietnam, within III CTZ, with the focal point being Saigon. There were major
approaches uscd during the assaults. The early attacks from the cast were
apparently diversionary in nature to permit forces in the west to position
themselves for an assault on the 6th Precinct. However, the major forees were
pinmned down, The first attacks on Saigon took place in the area of the lNew-
Port Dock facilities and bridge. Harggsment continued on to the THU DUC

power plants and then into Saigon, At this same time contact was made with
the Dong llai Regt at the Binh Loi bridge. Their mission appearcd to be to
provide cover for the infiltration of a ;LT Bn and & sapper recon platoon into
the THI 1UGZ area of Saigone. The latter unit was to stay in the areca, organize
o local government and, with this as & base, press for & coalition between
theuselves and the GVil, The above mentioncd forces ifailed in their mission
due to the presence of allied forcese.

(2) The major attack and most significant threat came ifrom the west,
it was conducted by elements oif the 271 and 272 VO Regiment, 9th VC Div, and -
the newly formed Uong Thap II Regiment. Their mission was to enter and hold
the 6th precinct along with the Phu Tho Ioa arca. Elecments of the 272 Regiment
attempted to attack TSH by infiltrating from the Tronch Cemetary with an "
altornate mission to attack CiD Hq'se The total encmy KIA in the area of
the Phu Tho Race Track to the French Ceometary adjacent to ToOi was 588,

e (C) Seceurity Police status:

a. Thc total Scecurity Police assigned at the time of the hostilities was

854 personncl., O0f this total 71 personncl, or & per cent oi the assigned
strongth, were TDY, RiR, hospital, or cmergency lecavc status or awaiting come-
pletion of in-country training. (The TDY personncl included approximately
46 won assigned to two dotachments at rcemote sitos.) The presont for duty
(PFD) strongth was 783 porsonncl, 52 por cent (412) of which were physically
on post at the time of the attack. Four (4) 13 man uick Reaction Teameg (URTs)
werc formed, equipped, dispersed and rcadied for immediate rcesponse in the
cvent of attack, This totalcd 52 men or 6 per cent of the PFD strength. An
additional cight (8) 13 man “RTs werc §a piaeca at the squadron Barracks total
104 or 12 percent of the FPFD.strength. The 215 Pomaining Sceurity Polico

. personnel, or 30 per cent of the PFD strength, werc armed and billeted in the
squadron barracks for immediate recall,

b Upon implomentation of Condition RED (Option I), threec platoons of U,S.
Army personncl (Task Force 35) were alorted and placed on fivo-minute standby
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gtatus as augmentation rescrve forces for the I77th Security Police Squadron.
These platoons, composed of 30 men cach, were immediately placced undar tho
operational control oi thec Commander, 377th Security Police oquadron, in
accordance with published and approved basc deicnse plans,

c. In accordance with existing proccdurcs, thc squadron was divided into
two flights. The night flight, which was on duty at the time oi the attack,
consistod oif two oificers and 281 airmon ior a total of 283, lwanning was as
iollows:

(1) Sceurity Ilight
(2) Supervision

Flight Coumander (1st Lt)
agssistant Flight Commander
Joint Dofcnsc Oporations Center
Liaison and Alternate CoC)
Commmicator/Plotter and Clerks
Gl otandard 5:.Ts

puty Oificer
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Deicngive Bunkers

Towor Guards

Spocial Posts (Intry Controllers)
SaTs (2)
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Bravo sSector

seetor 1100 10

Dofengive Bunkers

Tower Guards

srea Guards and Entry Controllers
04L]S (2)
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Charlie Scetor

occtor 1CO IC

Special Posts and Intry Controllcrs
SATe (3)

1i=60 Bunkor

Towcr Guards

N

(¢) Delta Scetor

1. Scector GO IC

2. wpoclol Posts
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. 1=00 Bunkers
SATs (2)
Towers
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(h) Quick Reaction Teams (4)

8

TOTLL SECURITY TL IGHT
(2) K<9 Section

(a) HNCOIC

(b) Supervisors

(¢) Armed Patrols (SAT) 3
(d) Kennel Support

(e) Sentry Dog Teams

T0TAL K-9 SECTION
(3) Law Enforcement Flight

(a) Flight Commander and Assistant 2
(b) Desk Sergeant, Desk Clerk, and Communicator 2
(¢) Patrols (4) and Joint Patrols (2) 11
(d) IEntry Controllers (Gates) 11
(e) Entry Controllers, Cantonment Areas and

Special Posts 22
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Seventh Air Force Compound Security Cuards
(g) Customs and Terminal Security

TOTAL LAY TTORCEMENT
(4) Others

(a) Weapons Systems Security Operations Officer 1
(b) Armory 4
(¢) Scout 5

TOTAL OTHERS 10
T0TAL ON DUTY R g | | 412

(5) REight 13 men ‘Juick Reaction Teams 104
(6) Reserve Security Policemen 267

(7) Three platoons U.S. Lrmy, Reserve (Task Force 35),
30 men each 90

T0T.L SECURITY FORCES 73
9. (C) EIExecution: See battle description Attachment ;i1
10. (C) Results:

a, [Inemy Losses: The enemy forces sustained 70 KIA (body count) outside
the base porimeter, and 30 PO''s were taken by the friendly forces within the

same area,
b, TIriendly Casualties:

U.,t, Yorces Vietnamesge Forces
R IA L

USAT -« O VIAF - 2

US army - O ARVI/RF - Unk

TIA RAV:Y
USAY -« 3 ViIAF - Unk
US Army - 17 ARVi]/RY - Unk

¥ There is no record oi Vietnamese Casual ties
c. Figures for the oif-base collection of weapons are not available,

de Tan Son i'hut iir Base came under hostile 122mm rocket fire on the
below listed dates. The intent of the attacks were generally believed to be
narassment; however, analysis of possible targets may be found in paragraphs
Liteh i/ 7,8 and 8 of this report. Events were as follows,
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Minor Damage to Heli-
copter pavement
0343/0406 11 One C-130 minor damage
and runway 25L minor
damage
0300 14 One building demaged
One generator minor

damage
0325 7 0 o demage

# [ircralt was parked in a 3 sided revetment, the exposed tail section
received minor shrapnel damage.

g. Runway Damage: Runvay 25L received damage 7 lMay 1968, but aiter a
short period of time was fully operational. The PSP ramp also received damage
7 ey 1968, however, the damage in no way effected the operational capabilitie:
of Tan Son thut Air Base,

11. Tollow-up Action: Poriodic small arms fire, harassment fire, and enemy
movement around the installation continued through the series of rocket attack:
on Tan Son ithut Air Base on through 22 liay 1968. On 4 separate occasions in
the 6 days following the attempted perimeter penetration, Security Alert Teams

(54T8) of this organization made direct contact with enemy positions firing
small arms and automatic weapons onto the installation., Friendly iorces
operating outside the installation made frequent contacts with' the enemy near
the base. These contacts varied in size, but were all part or tha total enomy
oifensive on Tan Son Thut and the Saigon area, Sweeping, clearing and res-
securing operations by friendly forces were still in effect. The actions of
the enemy clearly substantiate the contention that they have no intention of
withdrawing from the area and allowing the installation to revert to its
previously secure status.

12. (C) Lessong Learned:

a, A major re-evaluation of our base defense prosedures following the
TET Offensive was primarily centered on total perimeter manning as the current
analysis of the enemy threat centered towards the probability of large force
assaults upon the base. The major factor in the enemy's inability to breach
the perimeter was the defensive positions and employment oI ii=60 (G bunkers,
which were primarily respensible for stopping the attempted penetration, The

rapid deployment o: large quick reaction forces was instrumental in the secur-
ing of the south perimeter, . . |

b. As during the TAT Offensive the need for a free fire zone was realizec
Had a free fire zone been established adjacent to the south perimeter, the enei
would have been identified earlier plus the continuous small arms Fire receive.
the subsequent time period after 6 ligy would have been eliminated.
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c. A more stringent control o. weapons issue to non-defensive iorces

personnel is immediately required. ifany of these porsonnel hampered the
Security Police efiort. These personnel on several occasions fired their
woapons from the rear of security force personnel, and into areas where allied

troops were sweeping.

d., Once again as during the TET Ofiensive local intelligence dats avail-
able to enemy plans and movements in the immediate area was vague. Iowever the
intelligence buildup prior to 6 liay was fairly accurate.

e, oSince the TAT Oiffensive this unit has acquired limited hcavy weapons.
They were eifectively euployed in support oi counter attacking LARVY units durir
this action. They ware effective, to the point that they regained the initiat
ive for the counter attacking ARVH forces who werc stymied by enemy heavy
weapons (:C) and RPG-2 positions.

e In conjunction with the utilization of heavy weapons, the safe trans-
portation and evacuation of personnel utilizing these heavy weapong became an
obvious need, The enemy positions were within 20 yards oi the only route
through the south perimeter. They took up positions in the many houses in the
village which was adfacent to the affected area and held these positions for

approximately 12 hours.,

ge As a result of the lessons learncd from the TET Offensive this unit
obtained maximum assistance possible from the various comm agencies within the
immediate area. Co-utilization of radios on the maintenance frequency was in
eifect on our primary sector SiTs and towers. Installment oi field phones in
all the bunkers in Delta Sector (the affected area) had been recently completed
g a result of these areas of improvement CSC was receiving more fluid infor-
mation from all units involved with the situation, In the aifected area, the
vactor {HCOIC and Duty Officer were receiving iniormation rapidly from the
bunkers, plus supervision over the immediate area was greatly enhanced by the
flield phones, These local innovations in comm; cut radio transmission to the
abgolute minimum over the primary radio net allowing for better radio control
and discipline by the CSC commmnicator,

KEVIN &, KENNIDY
Captain, AGC
Adjutant
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1. At approximately 0616 hours, & iiay 1966, Tengo 1 (142' tower) reportead
incoming rockets. Two miautes later Tango I reported heavy moveument besain
the Catholic oSchool, adjacent to the south perimeter. At this time all

reserve JiI's were dispatched to their pre-designated deployuient locations.

2
L

2. At 0620 hours, two unite oi Task Force 35 (Amay II and III) were noti:ied
and deployed within Jelta cectory which at that time was recelving sporadic
small arms and automatic weapons iire. Tango I reported razorbacks making
heavy contact with an unlnown size enemy unit behind the Catholic School,

3. &t 0722 hours, Uclta Bunker 7 and & reported approximately 40 individuale
in black clothing moving outside the south perimeter heading in an easterly
direction.

L. At 0720 hours, Delta Bunker 6 reported it had made heavy contact with
approximately 40 Viet Uong in the French Cemetery adjacent his post. AT this
point a tank accompanied by a pla’ooon o1 ground troops :rom the 33rd Vv.ial
ding, Ueiense (Group arrived at the Jrench Cemetary and engaged the encmy.

2. at 0739 hours, two companies oi Vi sdrbornc instituted a sweep o the
southwest perimeter o. the basc. They encounterecd heavy Iire irom various
Viet Uong positlions within the oulldings in thet area., The Viet Cong

heavily ecuployed RPG=2 rockets and automatic weapons on the assaul ting
alrborne company.

5. At 0900 hours, the commanding oiiicer oi the iiVii LAirborne companies
in the southwest perimeter area, requested the assistance ol the heavy
veapons ulilized by the cecurity Police. 4t 0913 hours BG=5 (50 Cal
machine Gun) and B=9=3 (90mm RR) engagced the Viet Cong in the village
adjaceat to the south pex rineter, B=9=3 fired 3 rounds oi 90mm destroying
encuy aFG=2 rocket iiring positions which werc blocking the Vietnamese
Alrboriae companics swecp oi the arca. BG=5, destroyed an enemy machiac
gun position which wts protecting the aiorc mentioned RPG=2 site. At
this timc OG=5 and B=9=3 disengaged the encmy and returned to Delta
-ector. The LAV Alrborne had taken the full impact and were routing

the enamy. 4Lt 1205 hours, our liaigon L0 deployed vith irmy II of

Task Torce 35 and reported that 60um mwortars were hitting his defensive
positions acdjacent to Tango 21 along our southern perimeter. 20 friendly
persomiel were JIA as a result of this mortar barrage. Delta sector
supervisor reported ob.;ei"v.ing an individual on a rooir top adjacent to
velta cector holding an aiming sticli, Permission to Iire was granted

and the individual was climinated. oubsequent to this action, the mortar
barrage ceased. Irom this point continuous sniper iire was directed towards
the south pcerimeter, vhile the RV Airborne were clearing the arec.,
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7. At 0303/0406 hours, 7 iy 1968 Tango 4 reported rockets wore impacting
on base., &4 total of 11 rounds were veriilied as having impacted on base,
causing minor damage o oue (1) C=130, ruaway 25.. and PSP raup. The
impact patierns indicated that the ilight line was the probable target
during this attack,

8., At 0300 hours, & iiay 19068, a total of 14 122mn rockots impacted on the
base inilicting modcrate damoge W a recently completed building, minor
damoge to a generator in the 1ilS compleox and minor damage to the pavemenw®
in the heliport. The genecral pattern indicated that the housing and general
work areas were the primary targets oi this attaciz,

9. At 0325 hours, 10 .iay 1968, 7 rounds or 122mm rockots impacted on the
base resulting in anegative damages. The pattern of the attack appeared W
be harassment, (o particular target could be noticed. - ritillery iirc vas
directed on cach lnown position detected rollowing these rocket attacks on
T...; with secondary explosions observed at the launch sites.

10, During the ground probe on 6 iiay 1968, 71 personnel irom the 821st
CoPS were engaged in operations., #B% Ilight was split into 5 RT's and
wag deployed irom the main gate to Gate Z.

11. On 8 way 1968, an additional 98 men irom the 8213t CSPS were deployed to
Tan bon ihut, as iantelligence of enemy movement indicatcd & possible ground
attack upon Tan Son vhut. These personnel were incorporated into 3 sectors
oi the base deiense during the hours 1900 thru 0700 daily ior a period of

6 days and were roturned to their home base when the threat diminished,

JOR Tila WOla el

/8/Billy J. Carter
/t/BILLY J, C:RTER, Lt Col, USAF 4 Ateh
Chie:, Security Police 1. .igpy; (C) Rocket Impact Area
2. iap, (C) ittempted Breach
Ta TRU.S COFPYF Foints
3. vamage Photos (U) (isine Printe

#‘ 4. ‘otos ((.,) ariected Area
Ze g '7/ i) |

I\u ;Ju. .:. .L:.LZT.JDY
Captain, 4AGC
sdjutant
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