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Air Base

Ex'pértly

By JOHN K. BAKER

- oBES Vtetnam Bureau Chu.f
* SBAIGON — The enrly
mornmg Viet - Cong .mortar

attack on Tan Sen Nhit AB
was .expertly planned - and |
-;pulled off . with split-gecond

timing, U.8. military spokes-
- men- said here Wednesday.

The VC took lcss than 20 min-
utes to lob’ 75 rounds of mortar
and recoilless rifle fire into pre.
plannéd targets.

The atlack killed scven. US-.

servicemen and wounded 108, Once

American civilian. was “wounded.
reported

Vietnamese . shurees
ong civilisvn L:Hed and.14 service-

men and five cwmans were in" |

“jured.

1]
It was - ihe first attack on thc'

sprawling air base since the war
began, The fiéld is only four miles
frum downtown. Saigon.” :
. The big airficld handles mlhtaly
and civilian flights.
" RTarly reports said the attack
damaged fwo-dozen Vietnamesc
and U.S. planes, but official
spokesmen would not confirm that
count.

The atfack was. launched from

a point outside. the base security

p(,umetm and about 1,000 yards
to the southwest of the south ond
of the main airstrip. -

The attack started- about 12:30
a.n, Woednesday.

.. The barrages were - ap[)dlentl}’-

centered on three targets—a fuel
storage arca and two aireraft
_palkmg areas,

Rounds alse hit the main contiol

tower. Thelewer was kidocked out
~of commission, but an ecmergency
tower immediately took over, The
spokesman said craters in the
airstrip were guickly repaired and
that there was no significant
break in aircraft iraffic. -
. Troops moving through the area
(Coutinued on Page 6, Col 4)

‘Friday, April 15, 1966

A Soviet military: ]et that erashed Into a West
Berlin lake last week is returned to Sovict authorl-
lies in a water transfer in the Hawl Rl\r?r

MILLION POUNDS PLUS

SAIGON (UPI)—-The Umted States siruck commumsl' norih Vietnam

with the greufest bombing raid since World War Hi, closing.

The Yak-28.

~ wreckage was transferred from' a Brilish barge
tr a Russian barge (left). It was identified as a

(AP Radiophoic)

Y ak-281s Prize Catch for West

WEST BERLIN (UPD)—A Sovi-
et jet that crashed in a lake here
last week was identified Wednes-
day as a Yak-28—a typé reported-
ly never hefore cxamined by
Western experts,

It is considered a majer prize
hy Royal Air Force specialists
flown here fromn London to study
it, sources said.

The Brilish Wednesday- super-

viged thc last stages of the sal-’
vage operation and handed over
the wrockage to. the Russians,
who observed . the salvaging.

The Yak-28, an inmproved ver-
sion of the Yak-23, is a iwo-en-
gined, all-purposc, all-weather jet
fighter which has a crew of iwo,
The Yak-25 is 10 years old and
the 28 is 4 years old.

The jel was said te have un-

N_OW IN VVIETNAM

‘Navy Officer to Seek

JACKSON, Mich. (UPI) — A
Navy officer in Vietnam an-
nounced his ecandidacy for the
Michigan Jegislature Wednesday,
He said he would campa:gn by
mail,

Lt. Pan Bruggeman, a naflive

$OS . . . Victor's Gone

. FREEPORT, Tex. (UPI)—Wins-
ton Lackey called police to report
that Victor was stolen. Victor is
Lackey's $30,000 shrimp boat.

of Lenawee County and a gradu-
ate of the University of Michigan
Law School, said in a letter he
would scek the Republican nomi-
nation for the 19th district senafe
scat. He will face the ineumbent,
Sen. Haskell 1. Nichols, in the
Aug. 2 RCI)lethH primary,
Bruggeman, in the letter to
Jackson County Republican chair-
man George R, Beach, asked for
a list of all Ropuhlman voters in
the county and said he would

Election
write to thLm pc1sonal1y He is
stationed in Saigon.

“My duties wxlh the armed
forces here in Vietnam will pre-
¢lude me from meeling the
vaters persnoally or {rom partici-
paling in a (raditional campaign,”
Bruggeman said.

“Nayy rules specifically allow
me¢ to become a candidate and
accept a party nomination,” he
said. ““Of course, if elected, my
active participation in mi]itary
matters would be terminated.”

usual eguipmaent not seen before
in the West and new clectronic
navigational aids.

One report that could not he
confirmed said the jet had a now
anfi-radar dcevice to allow it to
evade deioction while in flight,

The jet plunged into Lake
Stoessensee in the British seclor
of Berlin one weck ago. Ifs crew
of two was Killed,

The presence of the Russians
at the salvage scene Wednesday
caused concern in some quarters
in West Berlin and crificism of
the British,

The headline in the mass cir-
culalion newspaper WMMorgenpost
said: “‘Stoessensce: The Russians
are doing as they please.”?

But the Western allies said the
Russians had been blocked from
exercising authority in West Ber-
lin.

The Soviets backed down
Wednesday and agreed {o accept
parts of the aircraft already sal-
vaged, They had refused the parts
Saturday - with the charge that
the Briiish had confiscated parfs.

- ington

‘bombs.)

7 (Cantinued on Rack Page,

the Mu Gia
Pass, U.S. Air Foree oihclals
said Wednesday.

Thiey said the B-52 strlke
Tuesday ‘was the largest
bornbmg effort since the
Aug. 9, 1945, atomic blast
that killed 73, 884 persons at
Nagasaki,

It is safe to figure the B- 52 s
dropped more than a million
pounds of bombs in scaling one

Fictures, Pages 12 and 13,

of the routes through {he pass to
the Ho Chi Minh trail—the supply
line to the Viet Cong -guerrilag
in the Republic of Vietnam, the
spokesmen said.

(AP reported sources in Wash-
said  the B-525 dropped
1.4 million pounds of

nearly

“The recommaissance pilots said
it looked like the whul(. mountain
slid into the pass. "Rowe 15
through -“Mu  Gia is definilely

|closed by a massive landslide,™
an Air Force spokesman said.

Air Force spoakesinen did not

Col. 5)

Navy Plane
g Shot Down
{ By Missile

By MSGT, BILL, ERADEORD .
248 Stall Correspondent

SAIGON—A U8, Navy plane
was downed by a surface-ig-air
1(;1155“3 over north Vietnam ‘Tues-
av.

The Navy .plane, an AlA Sky-
raider from the earrier Ticon-
deroga, was dowvned by a divect
hit from the missile abnout 33
miles south of Vinh, The pilot
was reported missing,

U.S. pilots flew 46 missions
over north  Vietnam  Tuesday,
hammering a variely of mililary
targeds,

Navy pilots from the aircraft
carriers Knterprise, Kitly Tlawk
and Ticonderoga flew 38 missions,
damaging 9 bridges and other
targets,

A4 Skyhawks from the lonter-
prise smashed coastruction canmp
48 niles southeast of Vinh. Re-

paris indiecate two structures tde-

stroved, three damagoed,
secondary fires.

A radio and transformer build-
ing, 22 miles southcast of Vinh,
was hit by 1,000-pound bombs
dropped by F-4 Phanfoms [rom
the Kitly Hawk. Pilots reported
the struclure was destroyed,

The Trai Bau storage and mili-
tary areca, 48 miles soulbnast of
Vinh, was attacked by a flight of
‘-;Lyhawkq lrom the IEnterprise.

On the island of Hen Me, 32
miles sautheast of Thanh Iloa,

(Continued on Back Page, Col, 5)

|  Weather

Tukyo Area Fareceast
Tharsday nightt Cloudy with raing
Tow Mid 40s ¥
Friday: Clondy becoming nut.
eleawdy; Tigh Mid H0s

and twoe

Wednesday's Temperatures: Low 45,
High 62
(USAF Weather. Central, Fuchu AS)
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