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U.S. Military Assistance Cnmmand, Vietnam
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APO San Francisco 96243

7AF (IGSL)

1. {(U) Name ﬁr Identity and !nr"TEu of Operation: Combined mortar
and sapper penetration attack against Tan Sun Nhut Air Bnﬂe.

2. (U) Dates of Operation: Time of mortar attack with accompanying
penetration by assault unit: 0105-0315, 4 December 1966; search-and-
destroy and counter-action continued until 1340, 5 December 1966,

3. () Lucahun Tan Son Nhut Air Base, Salgnn. Ca.pita.l Military
District, RVYN.

4, (U) Control or Command Headquarters: He.-a.dquarterl Sev;nth Air
Force (PACAF).

. 5. (U) Reporting Officer:

Cﬁmﬁmnder____ _ _ M
Colonel Grover K. Coe 377th Combat Support Greup, TSN AB
Colonel James W. Graham Sﬁéci;l Trﬂupp. ‘USARY, TSN AB
Colonel Joe B, Stﬁ::l:tcll“. . llt;h Aﬁ ,B;»n- Lia Khe_AE
Colonel Robert W, Wood : Capitgl-aﬁ Bn, TSN.AB
Lt Col R. E. Gibson 4th ACS, Nha Trang AB
Lt Col Grove C, Johnson 377th Air Police Sq, TSN AB
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Lt Col Hugh H, Hidd rovost Marshall, HAC, Saigon

Major Huynh Minh Bon 33rd Group (YNAF) TSN AB

Capt Vo Van Khoa 83rd Special Gp (VNAF) TSN AB
Capt Vo Ngoc Su 53rd Regional Forces Bn (ARVN)TSN AB
Capt Ngo Van Trieu 2nd Service Bn (ARVN) TSN AB B

6. (CHGP-4) Task Organizations:

a. 377th Air Police Squadron (PACAF)

(1) At approximately 2045 hours, 3 December 1966, maximum
day-to-day Security posture was reached with the posting of the 2000-0400
hours security flight, This was a force of 318 Air Policemen, conaisting
of 220 stationary/walking poste, 48 sentry.dog posts, 5 three-man primary
Security Alert Teams (SATS), 5 three-man secondary SATS, 1 thirteen-man
Quick Reaction Force (QRF), and CSC personnel including the Duty Officer
and Flight Commander, In addltion_. Law Enforcement Section had
reached its normal daily 1930-0330 hours posture of 25 one-man stationary/
walking posts, 6 two-man patrols, and eupervisory personnel for a tota]
of 43, A total of 361 Air Police personnel were in a duty status at the

time of the attack.

{2} The .c_mﬁhined manning of Security and Law Enforcement
sections at the time of the attack constituted 50% of the squadron present
for duty strength. On 3-4 December 1966 the squadron was manned to

- 96% of its authorized sirength and 98% of the assigned strength was

present for duty; approximately 42% or 309 Air Policemen were avail-
able for emergency Becurity duty. (q)

(3) A significant factor not reflected in this strength recapitulation
is that 49% of the assigned strength had been in RVN ieas than sixty days.
Thirty-five percent, including key senior NGO's, had been in RVN .
thirty days or less, (q) :

b. Special Troops, USARV

{1} By 0240 all five platoons (30 men each) of the U, 8, Army
Quick Reaction Force {TF-35), Special Troops, USARV, had reported
to their assembly point where they came under the operational control
of Central Security Control (Joint US Command Post). This response
was autematic and in accordance with Jojnt US Forcea Defense Plan 1-66,
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Two platoons were dispatched to the Old Bomb Dump area where they
took up defensive positions, one plateon remained in the assembly area
as a reserve QRF and as security for the new POL tank farm. The
remaining two platoons were deployed along a line west of and perpend-
iculay to the 07/25 runway as a blocking force. Task Force-35 made
light contact with VC flushed out of hiding by Ajr Police, but did not
directly engage the enemy during this operation. It should be emphasized |
however, that without the support of TF-35 the capability of the Air Police
to concentrate their principal effort upon the destruction of known enanmwy
forces would have been gravely impaired, :

7. (CHGP-4) Supporting Forces:

a. US Air Force

(1) Detachment 4, 4th Air Commando Squadron, Bien Hoa
Air Base, RVN. This detachment was on the scene in AC-47.Dragon
ships within f{ifteen minutes of the attack. Flare ships ("Spooky")
4l, 42, and 43 dropped a total of 490 flares from 0120 to 0650. Ns
ordnance was expended. Again on 5 December 1966 this unit dropped
a total of 196 flares from 0030 to 0635, (o)

b. US Army .

(1) Capital Aviation Battalion, Tan Son Nhut, RVN. The 120th
Aviation Cofaipany of the par?ﬂrt battalion rendered irmmmediate support
with two UH-1B assault helicopter teams, each team conajsting of two
ships, The initial alert team was airborne in two minutes and moved
toward suspected off-base VC mortar positions and their support base,
This team was subsequently joined by the second team from the 120th
Aviation Company and one team (Croasbow 36) from the 173rd Aviation
Company, 1lth Battalion, Lai Khe, RVN. These teams destroyed one
building and damaged two adjacent buildings which the VC were using
for shelter and destroyed one mortar position and two automaiic weapons
positions in the vicinity of coordinates XS 787, 958. (See Atch 3). No
body count was made on the scene. {SOURCE: G-2 Capital Military
District.) One team provided on-call aupport to Air Police forces
engagec on the west perimeter. This consisted of sweeping with automatic
weapons fire the external area immediately adjacent to the entire western
perimeter to harase and/or destroy VC attempting to enter/exit
the base. These three teams also supported the Fifty-Third Regional
Forces Battalion and the 30th Ranger Battalion {ARVN). (e}

{2) These three teams flew a total of 15:15 hours, expended
1600 rounds of 7. 62mm ammunition, 303 rounds of 2.75 rockeis, and
1000 rounda of 40mm. (r) :
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{3.} At 0121 th.e Air Police Desk Sergeant notified the Tlbth
Military Police Battalion (Sai gon) that Tan Son Nhut Air Base was under
mortar and ground attack. Military Police patrols in the vicinity of
the airbase were immediately reinforced by the dispatch of eight addi-
tional two man patrols and road blocks/check paints were established an
all avenues of approach to the air base. At 0137 a Military Police alert
force (26 men) took up defensive positions on the southern perimeter of
the base in the area of the main gate.

c. Republic of Vietnam Air Force:

["I,'! The 83rd Special Group, VNAF, Tan Son Nhut Air Base, RVN.
This grbup scrambled two AlH's, code #fde name "Falcon Red', at TI37
on 4 December to assault the VC mﬁrtf'%csitinn west of the base at XS
787.958. This team expended all ordnance on the suspected mortar
position and huts near a factory complex being used by the VC as a sanc-
tuary and aid station previously referred to in paragraph 7b{l). above.
The team returned to base at 0330 hours.

{2} 33rd Group, VNAF, Tan Son Nhut Air Base, RVN. Th.m group
responded rapidly to provide flare illumination fer ground forces outside
the base and for the Air Police force inside the base. C-47 aircraft
Bravo, Charlie, and Delta dropped a total of 273 flares from 0105 until
0630, 4 December 1966. On the evening of 4 December and the early
morning hours of 5 December, Alpha, Brava, Charlie, and Delta C-47
aireraft dropped a total of 423 flares between 0145 and 0630. (o}

(3} 33rd Wing, VNAF, Tan Son Nhut Air Base, RVN. The 33rd
Wing possesses six (6) light tanks and a number of heavy military trucks
which mount either twin 20mm cannon or Cal. .50 machine guns. The
tanks are all located in fixed positions in the flight line area, and were not
observed to take any actions contributory to base defense dur:mg the permd
of 4-6 December 1966. The large armed trucks normally carry a crew of
three (3) VNAF personnel, and nightly patrol the outer perimeter r0ads or
park with their guns covering approaches to the perimeter. During the
early portion of the initial attack on 4 December 1966, two such trucks
{each equipped with twin 20mm cannon) were patrolling the west perimeter
road from 051 gate to 055 pate. These trucks were gbserved several times
firing at random into dark areas in which no movement was reported or
abserved by Air Police in the vicinity, Some of these areas contained Air
Police patrols. During the firefight between Air Police and VC forces on
the west perimeter road, at 0235 hours, 4 December 1966, one of these
trucks was caught on the edge of the VC attack and sustained minor small .
arms damage which apparently stopped the engine. All three VNAF crew-
men abandoned the vehicle in the middle of the ‘road and fled, leaving
behind all their equlpment including small arms. The second truck was

4

CONFIDENTIAL




" e

— COMNFIDENT...
also in the area at the start of the enpagement, moving north, and
accelerated rapidly as the first shots were exchanged. On three se-
parate occasions thig vehicle almost collided with a jeep containing
two Air Police officers as it twice reversed direction before finally
taking up a position in the middlé of the road facing away from the fire-
fight in progress farther south on the sam‘a:raad, The gunner manned
his weapons, bringing them to bear on positiong occupied by Air Police
approximately 250-300 meters away. Seeing this, one of the Air Police .
officers ran to the gun truck and shouted to the gunner not to fire. When
the officer indicated that the guns were trained on Air Police positions
the three-man crew abandoned their vehicle and fled. In doing so0, one
crewman snatched an autnm-a;i;.ig-:;;ré“&pun from the bed of the truck, dis-
charging it in the process and narrowly missing the Air Police officer
by a few feet, The crew member immediately drommed the weapon and
flec. This gun-truck with the other disabled vehicle, remained abandoned
untii anproximately first light after 0630 hours. (Q)

. Reoublic of Vietnam Army:

(1) 53rd Regional Forces Battalion, ARVN. This unit dispatched
a quick reaction force of approximately twenty men to the previously
mentioned factory area to engage the VC and neutralize the mortar posi-
tions. While enroute this team was ambushed at approximately 0130 in
the vicinity of XS 789, 963, Elements reached the factory area at approx-
imately 0200, rhade contact with VC and requested reinforcements from
Tan Son Nhut Sensitive Area. ({e)

{2) 2nd Service Battalion, ABRVN, Tan Son Nhut Air Base, RVN.
The 2nd Company of this battalion is responsible for defense of the west
perimeter fence line of the air base. In addition to manning the twelve
concrete bunkers which are on a line parallel with and adjacent to the
west perimeter fence line, their personnel man the 051 and 055 gates,
the formeyr located at the south end of the west perimeter road, and the
latter at the north end of the west perimeter road. The bunker closest
to the VC point of penetration of the perimeter fence is located Approxi-
mately 325 meters north of the 051 gate and 120 meters south of the point
of penetration. The inability of the ARVN bunker guards to detect the VC
force is attributed to the tall, dense vegetation in the area, darkness, and
the fact that the penetration was carried out in a disciplined and orderly
fashion calculated to reduce detection by ARVN/US personnel.

(a) Subsequent to the initial penetration, a fire fightinvolving
small arms, machine guns, and hand grenades broke out in this same
location between the VC force and the Air Police. The perimeter road
was the point of demarcation between the two opposing forces with the
VC force closer to the ARVN guard tower. During this fire fight ARVN
personnel in the bunker failed to fire at the enemy, although they had a
clear field of fire and were well within effective range (120 meters).
This is the fire fight in which two ij;_?q_l_@_f;gmgn{_%gge killed in action.
(See Atch 2) (b-2)
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{(b) 3rd Ccrmpanw,r, attalion. This company has

responsibility for external defemle of the western side of Tan Son

Nhut Air Base. At 0205, 4 December, this company deployed outside . b
: .. & eg i aaked
the west perimeter as a blocking force to prevent entry or exit by an ,-:'. 3§ gans
enemy force, and at 0315 this battalion sent reinforcements to the "l ! "?__
i R

referenced factnrjr!mnrtar emplacement area to aid elements of the

53rd Battalion. At 0520 this unit began a sweep operation in their
exterior area of responsibility, while Air Police formed a blocking

force in the interior adjacent to the perimeter, (5) {(NOTE: Infor- i
mation on the deployment of the 3rd Company was obtained from the

US Army Advisors to that unit. The actual activities of this company

are in doubt, for the following reasons: If the company deployed as
described at 0205, they should have encountered the VC who engaged 4‘,&‘;:
the Air Police at the west perimeter shortly thereafter; if the company o
was outside the perimeter shortly after 0205, it is unlikely that TSN
Sensitive Area would have approved the UH-1B strafing of the area which
followed, and there were no reported casualties among the 3rd Company. )

8. (O (Gp-4) Intelligence: Intelligence gained through interrogation of
two VC prisoners captured during the 4 December attack on Tan Son Nhut
Alir Base disclosed the following: The VC units engapged in the assault
against Tan Son Nhut consisted of the lst and 2nd Platoons, lst Company,
bth Battalion, 165th Regt., with a strength of 36 and 30 respectively. The
battalion carried the designation of "V6", which is thought to be a cover
name and a "SAPPER" unit. Platoons were equipped as follows: lst
Platoon: One 60mm Mortar with approximately six rounds of ammo. Two
B-40 Anti-tank grenades (Chicom type 56, USSR Model RPG-2) with
approximately eight rounds of armnmunition. A number of AK submachine
guns and carbines, A number of mines, explosives, and grenades, (§-2)
Znd Platoon: Four B-40's and approximately twelve rounds of ammunition,
Two M-79 grenade launchers and thirty-six rounds of ammunition, A
number of carbines and AK submachine guns. One CKC rifle. A number
of BANGALORE torpedoes, mines, explosives and grenades, (g-2)

(a) Both pliitoons assefhbled at the road junction of LY VAN MANH,
approximately | ighteen kilofheters from Tan Son Nhut Air Base, on 2
Déecember. At 1800 the 1st Platoon left the shelter area of LY VAN MANH
and moved out to VINH LOC. (X5 700. 970) arriving there at approximately
2l00. At 1900 on 3 December the 2nd Platoon left LY VAN MANH, arriving
at VINH L.OC at approxirnately 2110. Both Platoons then rmowved out toward
their objective at Tan Son Nhut, maintaining a separation distance of 100
meters. (See Atch 3) (g-2)

(b) The lst Platoon was to be the reserve, while the 2nd Platoon
penetrated and assaulted the air base for a fifteen minute period, with-
drawing immediately thereafter., The 2nd Platogn penetrated the west
perimeter of the base by cutting their way thréugh three successive barbed
wire fences and, apparently contrary to plan, was followed by an unknown
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number of the lst Platoon. The escap® route was to be the same as the
entry raite. :

c. An additional Platoon Eﬁdant]y was responsible for the off-base
mortar position. One VC captured by the 53rd RF Bn stated that he
was a member of the 3rd Company, 2nd Battalion, 165th VC Regiment.

(e)

.} In the month preceeding the attack there was no significant
increase in intelligence reports received by the security force, gquan-
titative and qualitative factors remaining static. The credibility of the
majority of intelligence reports received was quite low, either because
they were not rated or the rating assigned by the evaluating unit placed
the intelligence in the "rumor" category. An intelligence report on what
was probably the mortar force was furnished the security forces at 1730,
3 December, by the Tan Son Nhut Sensitive Area, but no rating was
assigned to this information. The message originated from an undis-
closed source in Gia Dinh Province and was transmitted to intelligence
officials through Go Vap. The source reported there was reason to
helieve that the 1st Company, 2nd Battalion, had moved into hamlets of
Thong Tay Hoy village, and that its mission was to attack Tan Son Nhut
on the night of 3-4 December 1966. (d-1) Thong Tay Hoy is located
approximately ten kildmet&rs west of the base. {NOTE: The Vietnamese
Air Force Oifice of Investigation reports that the attack platoons stopped
at and stayed in the Tan Hoa village on 3 December, while the Combined
Military Interrogation Center reports that on 3 December the two platoons
stopped to rest at the Vinh Loc area, This information is not contradictory
as Tan Hoa village is in the Vinh Loc area).

e. Weather Conditions: On the night of 3-4 December, the weather
was dry. Wind was from the south at five knots, and cloud cover was
scattered at 5000 feet and broken at 15000. Visibility was seven miles.
The moon was in its last quarterg, rising at 2334 on 3 December and
setting on 4 December at 1229. First light on 4 December occurred at
0634 and sun rose at 0657. (j}} The cloud condition and the minimum of
moonlight afforded excellent concealment for a penetration force, The
south-to-north direction of the wind on the morzning of 4 December was a
limiting factor, hampering early detection of the penetrators by sentry
dogs. The VC assault farce route of entry and travel was west to east.
Only those sentry-dogs jmmediately to the north of the entry route could
detect the penetrators and alert to them. Uniortunately, populated areas
and adverse terrain features downwind (north) from the VC force created
a distance factor exceeding the dog's sensory capabilities, and teams
were unable to make sensory detection of the penetrators. The VC
managed to remain downwind from the sentry dog #ims patrolling south
of the populated area, (Ba Queo Receiver Site), thus precluding olfactory
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alerts by those taarg as-w&}E %]! e heavy g:'awth of grass and shrubbery

in the area penetrated by the VC was another factor seriously limiting
the detection capability of the dogs, as the vegetation prevented the
spread of scent on the slow moving breeze. All detection of Viet Cong
within sentry . dog areas of responsibility -on the morning of 4 Decema
ber was made by visual observations of the handlers, rather than by
dog alerts. Conversely, on the evening of 4 December, sentry dogs
were highly effective in detecting the presence of VC in several areas,
This effectiveness is attributed to the fact that VC on the west side of
the base were statonary (in hiding ) or moving at a slow, cautious pace
toward the west perimeter, while sentry dog teams were moving about
their areas of responsibility in each of the four compass directions.

f. Terrain Features: The terrain traversed by the VC penetration
force from the point of entry is evergrown by dense vegetation and includes
large areas of construction site preparation, predominately earth moving
and excavation for a new runway and drainage system. For the initial
750 meters their route was through thick, tall grass and bushes. The
rermaining portion of their route to the active runway was through'a
construction zone, intersected by drainage canals (10m x 6m) and high
mounds of earth {7m x 4m). These features afforded the enemy excel-
lent cover and concealment while approaching the runway. From the new
runway construction area to the Mail Line of Resistance the terrain is
devoid of obstacles, although the grass between the south side of the 07/25
runway and the MLR concertina barrier is sufficiently tall to offer con-
cealment under the illumination conditions then prevailing.

9. (U) Mission: Omitted JAW MACVD 335-8/7AT Sup 1, para 9.

10. (U) Concept of Operation: Omitted IAW MAGCYVD 335-8/7AF Sup 1,
para 10,
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a. Phasel - 0110 - 1000, 4 December 1966.

11, iS} {Gp:3) .Execution:

(1) The initial alarm that VC had penetrated the base came via
radio at 0110 when the sentry dog handler on post Alpha K-19, an area
immediately to the north of the 07/25 runway, advised Central Security
Contrel (CEC) that unidentified individuals were on the north side of ;
his post. The Alpha Sector Primary SAT was dispatched to AK-19 to
investigate the report and support the sentry dog team. Explosions
and small arms fire began immediately aftér this, and CSC ordered
execution of 377th Air Police Squadron Regulation 207-4, "Secu rity
Rapid Reaction Plan''. (See paragraph 6d, above). (b-l) Almost
simultaneously, at 0114, post Delta 15, an MLR bunker, reported that
VC were coming through the Delta Sector MLR and that after firing at
this group his weapon had jammed. This element of the Viet Cong assault
force, estimated to number eight or nine, entered Taxi-way West-7 {(W-7)
from between concrete revetments No. 7 and No. 8, which contained
RF-101 aircraft, (b-1) Concurrently, with the penetration of the MLR
at Delta 15, another group consisting of at least thirteen VC crossed the
07/25 runway and attempted to proceed to the aircraft parking area via
taxiway West Five (W-5). This latter element moved into the field of
fire of post Delta 11, one of two M-60 machine gun bunkers on the Dalta
Sector MLR. The machine-gunner posted at Delta 11 is credited with
nine VC dead, and two Air Policemen with him in that bunker, firing
M-1és, are credited with killing the remaining four, three of whom
attempted to out-flank the bunker and silence it from the rear {(See Atch
1). As no VC were encountered by guards directly behind Delta 11, and

‘no VC were observed successfully pas sing this post, it is assumed that ii == i

either the enlire group of VC was killed, or that any survivors fled north
before being sighted by the Air Policemen on the MLR. While proceeding
toward the machine gun bunker, the VC fired at least two B-40 anti-tank
grenades (Chicom type 56, USSR Model, RPG-2) at the concrmevﬁu1-
ments,” One was fired perpendicular to revetment number 10, and the
other was fired at'an angle at revetment number 9. Neither grenade
penetrated the full thickness of the concrete, but each penetrated I meter
T TR CoTHa e —erromae it Aaetobacet e danisrhestsii S
{2) Recomnstruction of VC activity in the aireraft parking area by
interviewing witnesses and by surveying the scene suggests that no
member of the assualt element succeeded in passing post Delta 11 at West
Five taxiway. The group which penetrated the MLR breached the
concertina wire by cutting a strand in the bottom tiez, separating the coils
with their hands, and crawling through. After passing between Revetments
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No. 7 and 8 they stopped be side a pick-up truck which they used as cover #/1 :
while surveying the area. All except one continued south into the C-47 s ﬁ}afs)m‘!’ |
and helicopter parking area. At this time CSC was informed that VC e '

were in the C-47/helicopter area and that Air Policemen posted as close-

in security g*rds were firing on them. An MD-3 power unit parked .
adjacent to an' RF-101C in revetment Number 7 exploded in flame and the

fire soon engulfed a major portion of the aircraft. It was initially assumed
that this revetment had sustainéd a direct hit by a motar; subsequent _
investigation, however, indicatds that the explosion was in all probability’ ~

caused by a grenade. One or miore Viet Cong with this group raked a
180-degree area with automatic weapon fire while tossing handgrenades

into the C-47/helicopter parking area. There were several large
explosions at this time as fuel cells on one helicopter erupted; and grenades
or 60mm mortar shells found other aircraft targets, The one VC who broke
off from the main body praceeded wouth-west, down taxiway W-7, tossing

hand grenades into unoccupied sand-bag personnel shelters. Before he

could grenade an occupied bunker, the VG was killed by an Air Policeman

armed with a shotgun.
e i P -~

(a) VG within the C-47/helicopter ramp-area halted their
eastward movement several meters west of the ARMCO RF-4C
Trevetments, hesitated, and then withdrew, retracing their entry route
at 0140. Their hesitation may have been due to the heavy fire they '
were drawing at the time, and the resistance they would have to over-
come to gain entry into the revetments. One Air Policeman at this
location was firing tracer rounds from his M-16 which the V¢ may
have mistaken for a machine gun.

(3) Throughout this time explosions were occurring s poradically
within areas in which USAF helicopters, C-47s and USN aircraft were jp\
parked. The Counter-Mortar Radar Unit (CMR) reported at 0115 to : r‘}'-""m, -
TSN/SA a mortar position firing toward the base from XS 8185/98580, CD e AT
a location approximately 150 meters north-west of the 055 gate. An
ARVN 105mim Howitzer positioned on Tan Son Nhut fired twenty-one
rounds at this location. ' At 0315 the CMR unit plotted a mortar locatio
at XS 791, 985, approximately 100 meters north of the Vinatexco :
Textile Mill west of the base. (8) Assault helicopters of the 120th
Aviation Battalion and VNAF A-1Hs were directed to this target.
Elements of the 53rd RF Bn were enroute to the area when they were : i
ambushed by the VC in the vicinity of coordinate XS 787/963 where two !
men were KIA and the reaction force scattered. The US Army Advisor
to this unit reported to TSN/SA that while enroute to the factory location
thi TCe had been pursued by VC.. Elements of the 53rd Bn did reach
the factory area by 0200. (e)
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(4) On Tan Son Nhu i a-number _?Qu_fiights occurred between
Air Police and elements of the VC force. Alpha Sector Primary SAT,
which had responded to Alpha K-19's distress call (paragraph 10a(1),
above), notified CSC at 0118 that his vehicle (M-151 jeep) had been
hit by a mortar or grenade, and that he was wounded. (NOTE: Later
investigation indicated that a tire of the vehicle had been struck by a
fragment from an anti-tank grenade. However, the tail fin assembly
of a Chicom 60mm mortar round was later found in this area, but in
such a pesition that it could not have been the missile which struck the
jeep. This was one of several mortar rounds fired at the deployed
SAT by the mortar position on the west side of AK-15.) At D140
Alpha Post K-33 reported that he was in the ditch on his post, that
there were VC in the ditch, and he was pursuing them. At this point
the pattern of alarms raised by sentry dog handlers who had made
visual sightings of VC, indicated the retreat route taken by the VC
withdrawing from the aircraft parking area. A blecking force of -
approximately 50 Air Policemen was deéployed along the perimeter
road which connects the 051 gate to the west ramp. A seacond force
of appreximately 50 Air Policemen was deployad facing north along
the east-west inner pPerimeter road which runs east from the west
perimeter road to the new runway construction area. A third force
of approximately 100 Air Policemen, were deployed south-to-north
along the west perimeter road irom the inner perimeter road to a
Point 90 meters south of the Ba Queo Receiver Site, (See Atch 1)
Shortly before the arrival of this third group, a jeep patrol posting
personnel from south to north on this west perimeter road had stopped
after posting the last man. At this time one VC darted out of the
bushes from the south and ran for the Perimeter fence. ' As he passed

- the jeep he dropped a concussion grenade at the feet of one Air Policeman

who had dived in the ditch. Neo injuries were sustained by Air Police
personnel, ;

(5) The third group of Air Policemen deployed on the west
perimeter road was in place by 0210. Unknown to them at this time
their position directly blocked the entry-escape route of the VG, Two
1 1/2 ton trucks and one 1/2 ton pick-up truck were located on the
road in front of their position. About fifteen minutes after their
arrival heavy fire from small aring, automatic weapons, rocket
launchers, and hand grenades was directed against them from the
west side of the road in the vicinity of the perimeter fence. This was
the most intense fire encountered in the entire operation. Two
Chicom anti-tank grenades hit the Pick-up truck, demolishing it. The
two 1 1/2 ton trucks were destroyed by grenades. - Air Police forces
maintained their positions and returned fire,
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atinued wnti] 4 _*' i@:imﬁtﬁly 0235 when

VC fire subsided, Upon advancing ,i’n-a-.aemh—and.—deﬂtmpnperation
toward the enemy position, Air Policemen found the bedies of two Air
Policemen, KIA, and two wounded Air Policemen were fgund on or
adjacent to the road. Across the road, three dead VG were found,
killed by small arms fire. (See Atch 2) One VC had a battery pack
lying next to his body, suggesting the presence of a "Glaymore! mine.
Such a mine was found in the weeded area next to the road with the

mine pointed diagonally across the road toward the Air Palice positions,
(See Atch 6) It is hypothesized that the "Claymore" was intended to
cover the emeape of the VC force in the event of pursuit but that the v
assigned to detonate the device was killed in the fire-fight before he
could find and connect lead wires to the "Claymore'. There is reasan
to believe that this group of VC (the lat Plateon, lst Co., bth Bn. hyoa
reserve force according to interrogation reports de gcribed in Paragraph
8b, entered the base, and later withdrew through the gap cut in the
triple perimeter fence by the 2nd Platoon. Later contacts with VC
attempting to escape were concentrated near this ‘gap,. and indicate it
was both penetration route and escape route for the 2nd Platoon. As
the Air Police had arrived and deployed directly across the approach

to this gap anly 15 minutes earlier, at a time when the area was well
illuminated by air-dropped flares, it seems likely that elements & ghe
lst Platoon, in reserve outside the fence, observed the movement of the
Air Police. They then apparently passed through the gap and launched

+ @ concentrated attack in an effort to re-secure the escape route of the

2nd Platoon, Failing in thig, they retreated through the gap and either
re-deployed or dispersad to avoid capture. The liklihood that these
VG observed the Air Police deploying seve rely limits the credibility
of one theory that this action Was an unintentional encounter with Air
Police forces by a 8econd, follow-on assault force. This gbservation
18 supported by the lack of satchel charges, blacks of explosives and
similar munitions on bodies recovered from. this actien; whereas vC
killed in the interior of the base were well supplied with demolition
devices.

{(7) While the engagement discussed above was in Progress,
action was continuing in other areas. At 0220 Alpha Post K-133
reported he was hit and wounded, but was pursuing the enemy, This
sentry dog handler ocbserved a 8iX-man mortar squad near the west
side of Alpha Post K-15, He testified later that he obhaerved the
mortar being fired toward the aircrafi parking areas. When he pro-
ceeded to within 175 meters of the mortar position he took cover and -
began firing on the mortar crew. The enemy returned small arms
fire, but ceased their activity. Despite sustaining a wound below his
eye and through his ear, he maintained radio contact with CS8C report-

-
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ing the enemy mn'\remez;\fs. The mortar team was last observed moving
the meortar in a southerly direction toward the flight line where its
second position, 350 meters north of the active runway, was identified
later that morhing. (See Atch | and &) At this second location, five
US 60mm mortar shells, two of which had been fused, along with a
food tin, several empty 60mm mortar shipping casings, discarded
increments and a few separate fuses, were found. (M-3). The base
plate for this mortar was found and turned over to an Air Policeman

by a civilian RMK worker, severa] days later. The identity of the
civilian (an American) has not been esgtabliched and the preciee location
of the plate when found is unknown, although it was several meters
from the rest of the equipment. The tube itself was not recovered
despite extensive searches by EOD and Air Police personnel,

(8) Alpha Post K-20, (area in which referenced mortar was
located) advised CSC at 0305 that VG were on his post. He advisged
that he was receiving fire and requested an ambulance for a sentry
dog supervisor who was wounded. This was the last transmission
from this handler, Ie was found KIA at 0415 by the Alpha K-21 sentny
dog handler. At 0350, the Air Policeman on Alpha K-21 encountered
VC heading west on his post. He engaged them and released his dog,
which was wounded by hostile fire. {b=3)

(9) It was apparent by this time (approximately 0400) that
the VC were withdrawing from action in an attempt to escape. A
number of minor exchanges continued to ocecur throughout the remainder
of the night between VC and Air Police.

(10) The 120th Aviation Co. provided fire support for the 53rd
(RF) Bn and the Air Police during this early morning period. One of
their helicopters, "Razorback 35", strafed the west perimeter fence
line to harrass any VC in that area, and fired into the area through
which the lst Platoon had retreated. The result of this fire is unknown.
Other helicopter aseault teams Placed the mortar position behind the
Vinatexco factory under heavy fire; and provided effective support fire
for the 53rd RF Bn., which was engaged with VC force after the ambush
of their convoy mentioned in paragraph 7d(1).

(11) The US Army: Advisor to the 53rd RF Bn, later stated that
the 53rd was in direct contact with the VC force from about 0200 to
0215, It was reported to TSN/SA later that morning that losses of this
unit (53rd) were: 3 KIA, 4 WIA, four carbines and two M-1 rifles lost,
In the course of the tmorning, the 2nd Service Bn was directed to assist
the 53rd by TSN/SA. (5)

13

CONFIDENTIA:




o

- activities ware placed in a

(12) . At 0400 hours all Air Palice
static or "held" status, This actitm was intended to prevent
indiscriminate firing, to élear certain area, to accurately locate all
friendly forces, and to allow key personnel to regroup and Teorganize
as deemed necessary. Throughout the engagement k. O, D. personnel

had been working clesely with the Air Polite to strip dead VC of

- Weapons and munitions, to pick up "dudh ordrance, to chack suspected

booby traps, ete. (m)

(13) . Alse at p4o0 hours, E, O.D. téams began a systematic
search of the {light line, aire raft and revetments. At 0445 hours the
Law Enforcement Section made & comprehénsive search of the
cantonment area of the base, . At the same time, E.0Q.D, made a search
of ail dining halls and the Airmen's, Officers', and N, C.O0. Clubs.
Each was found to be free of demalitions, Following this gearch, a
thorough SWeEp was made of the Tunways, which were found to be safe.
By daybreak the base was, for all practical purposes, fully operational
apart from the west side where VC were known to be hiding among
tombs, in old wells and in extremely dense undergrowth. The main
runway (07/25) was opened at 0849 hours 4 December. 1966 for normal

-aircraft operations, (k)

(14) Not previously mentioned in this narrative was the high-
order detonation which eccurred at approximately 0230 in the south-
¢rmmost revetment of the Old Bomb Dump, lorcated in the north
central portion of the base. Quantities of US Navy five-inch shelle
stored in "conex" containers were destroyed. It was initially assumed
that this ammunition bunker sustained a direct hit by mortar shells.
Later'inwstigationb? E.Q.D., however, indicatsd that a satchel charge
with sufficient explogive capability to detonate the five inch shells was -
probably used. This ‘analysis appears correct in light of later develop-
ments in'this same area involving large VC satchel charges. (i-3)
(See para 10c(3)).

(15) At 0530, there had been ne centact with VC for approximately
one hour. It was ‘correctly assumed that any Viet Cong still on the
installation would make ‘an effort to.-escape befare daylight, and thus
exposé their positions, Accordingly, Air Police forces were retained in
their positions as in paragraphg 10a(4) and 10a(5), to cover the most
probable eacape routes. At 0625, with the approach of first light, Ajr
Police personnel on the west perimeter road, near the entry point used
by the VC to penetrate the perimeter, sighted several VG in the field

south of their positions. The VC were moving north toward the Air Pﬂjga i

blocking positions in an effort to reach the perimeter fence and escape;
Air Police persennel immediatsly opened fire. The VC returned the fire
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neriwﬁly wounding one Q

oy . ' e i I.
'- ESEHI!:?H&I of small-arms fire

was layed down by Air Police te permit the medical evacuation of the
wounded. Upon cessation of the covering fire two of the VC in the field
waved their hands above the wesds indicating their desire to surrender,
Several Air Policemen moved inte the field and surrounded the VC
while others stood by to provide a cover fire in the event of a ruse.
Both POWs were wounded and were released to VNAF authorities. A
sweep of the field in which they were captured disclosed two dead VC.
A short time later two VC surrendered to Air Police near the west

end of the 07/25 runway. (b-4)

{16) While Air Palice had no further contact with VC there was
no assurance that all who had penetrated the base had been killed,
captured or had escaped. A helicopter was requested to maintain -
aerial surveillance of the area, and wpon arrival ef a US Army UH-1
at 0810 hours, a search-and-destroy operation was initiated. A-sweep
was made with an Air Police line formed perpendicular to the west
perimeter road, moving north frem the 051 gate to the large drainage
canal north of the Ba Queo Receiver Site. The line of this sweep extended
eastward 500 meters from the west perimeter road. Small arms fire
was encountered by the sweep force in the heavily overgrown area east
of the Ba Queo Receiver Site, but the NGO on the scene broke off contact
and halted the sweep due to uncertainty as to the orgin of the fire and the
pPeossibility that he might direct fire on US Army personnel believed to he
in the area. CSC eould not immediately confirm the precise location of
the Army personneil. When the. sweep was resumed Air Police drew no
further fire and found the area from which fire had ¢come te be devoid of
VC and US Army personnel. Renewed VO activity in the area of the
swWeep was to be encountered later that day, 4 December 1966; and all
personnel involved in both morning and evening encounters are
reasonably certain that the VC were in the area covered by the sweep
at the time. Since they were able to completely cenceal themselves
despite a careful combing of the entire area in full daylight highlights
the need to eliminate the almost unpenetrable cover afforded by the
dense vegetation on this portion of the air bage. Since they held their
fire and allowed the Air Pelice to search around them free of harm
illustrates convincingly the cenfidence the VC have in their ability to
use available cover and concealment to best advantage.

(17) The search continued until approximately 0920 hours
4 December 1966, at which time the total security force reverted from
emergency to nermal security pesture. Earlier, at daybreak, when

it appeared that remaining VC elements had been contained, Air Police

forces on the south side of the 07/25 runway were reduced to afford .
those Air Police scheduled to relieve the night shift an apportunity to eat
and rest for several hours. Manning was still sufficient to secure
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resources in and argn tgz!ggﬂﬁng area and to maintain

observation of the suspected area of hidden V.
b. Phase II - 1000 hours 4 Dec to 0630 hours 5 Dec 1966,

(1) After 0920 hours 4 December 1966, activity on Tan Son Nhut
Air Base was normal until approximately 2021 hours when Alpha Pgst
K-34 detected a VC ¢ressing his post and opened fire, This sentry dog
post had been the scene of much of the morning's activities, and one on
which several VC had been killed or captured, as well as the center of
the area swept after sunrise., The post also covered the entry-escape
route. The combination of theae factors, with a confirmed VG sighting
at 2021, indicated thg start of an attempt by the remaining VC to with-
draw by their original route, Simultaneously, the Primary Quick
Reaction Team (QRT) was dispatched to cover the escape route and
the squadron Security Reaction Plan was implemented. Additional
Quick Reaction Forces {QR¥'s) were formed rapidly and dispatched to
pre-selected lines from which they could halt attempts at escape by
the VC. Beginning at 2100 hours a searchsand-destroy operation was
organized to sweep the affected area which extended from the west
perimeter road to the north to the new runway construction cn the south
and from the drainage canal on the east to the inner perimeter read on
the west, (c-8) The VC entry-escape route ran through this area.
At 2145 hours two VC were taken under fire and killed by Air Police
QRF personnel moving southward. A third pPreviously undetected VC
opened fire and was also killed. A Iull in flare illumination at this
tirne caused a momentary loss of contact with the VC. When flares
again lighted the area, the fweep was resumed and a fourth VC was
sighted and killed. This latter VC fell forward sti]] clasping a hand
grenade from which the pin had been pulled, When his beody was checked
by EQOD personnel, the grenade rolled from his hand, the handls released
and the primer fuze activated, An EOD man immediately seized the
grenade and threw it a safe di stance away where it exploded.

(2) One hour later at 2245, and approximately 275 meters due
south, another element of the sweep force searching a nearly
impenetrable thicket detected a VC when it had approached to within
1 meter of his hiding place. Simultaneously the VG opéned fire which was
returned by Air Police killing the VC,

(3) At 0029 hours 5 December the sentry dog team pested on
Alpha K-34 detected and fired on a VC moving through that post. The
VC deve into a bush pursued by the sentry dog. A second sentry dog
team moved into the bush and discovered three VC. -The handler with-
drew at this time and was shot three times in the shoulder before he
had covered more than 5 meters. Small arms fire was heard from
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the bush and Alpha K-34's dog emérged wounded. Elements of the :
sweep force arrived at this time and a fire fight ensued. When, after
several unsuccessful attempts, the wounded Air Peoliceman had been

removed from the target area, three hand grenades were lobbed into
the bush, killing the three VG who were concealed therein.

(4) The search operations continued with negative results until
0630 hours 5 December when they were terminated. A total of eight
VC were killed in action and one Air Policeman was wounded in action.
There is no doubt that the VC killed in this phase were surviarorg of the
force that had penetrated the base perimeter in the early hours of
4 December. Thair close Proximity to the penetration route and the
absence of any aggressive action unless detected clearly suggests that
e&cape through the original entry point was their primary objective.

(5) Qne factor which at times 2eriously hampered conduct of

this operation was the inadequacy of illumination. Bedause of the

large number of Air Police commifted and the nature of the terrain

which is extremely rough, intersected by deep drainage canals and -
igh mounds of earth and covered in extensive areas by dense growths

of hrush and elephant grasg, adequate illumination was absolutely

essential to identification of friendly forces and to detection of

concealed VC. The moon on 5 December was in the last quarter when

it rose at 0021 hours and thus afforded no assistance. Flare

illumination was clearly required, and was Tequested of the Ajrd % :

Group, VNAF. E;E;ergg__ﬁiﬂin_ylty_yaa _g;;pg}:igg;__“_iﬁ_ p'_b_ta_._:i_._r;ing___‘_ls!i_.is ; £, § ey

requested support, perhaps due to a committment of this unit to

support ARVN operations off-base, Until C-47 flare ships of the 4th

‘AiY Commandn Squadron, USAF, arrived over the base at 0030 hours,

95% of available illumination was provided by large quantities of M-127

illumination slap flares employed by the Air Police.

(6} Equally serious and immediately detrimental to the
conduct of the search-and-destroy operation was the interference of
certain VNAF personnel with the established plan of operation. Despite A Tw' ref
the explicit instructions and Prior objections of the Air Police officer s /% oy
on the scene, at 2220 hours, 5 December 1966, a contingent of VNAF dooid I’J‘*f[;
personnel entered the area of the planned sweep in front of the Air .r-»fr\é“".’;h[
Police lines. This obstructed the Air Police field of fire and prevented {fa, Ty
Air Police from continuing the operation which had already resulted in .f;.gﬁ.#-‘-ﬁ;
several firefights and five (5) VC KIA. At 2228 hours a second VNAF
group also entered the search area in front of the Air Police positions.

The presence of these groups halted all progress for approximately
forty-five minutes. In addition, the actiofs of these two VNAF groups
jecpardized the safety of Ajr Policemen around them for any contact
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between VNAF and VO forces would have brought fire on one element

or another of the sweep force regardless of the direction of fire.

Both VNAF groups proceeded to search the area for vo bodies, which

they stripped of all equipment and pPeraonal belengings, callecting 211

discarded equipment and material they encountered. Quite apart from

the interference with the Air Police operation, this activity on the

part of the Vietnamese deprived US forces of the oppertunity to gain

intelligence information from enemy bodies or equipment, The less of

this intelligence data has Proven to be of considerable impeortance,

as indicated by direct communication between Air Police Officers

and US intelligence agencies. This interference with the Ajr Police

was the most serious of 2 number of similar actions by YNAF pPersornel,
C killed or captured by Air Police werc consistently stripped of all

identification and equipment, although 58 Vietnamese support was
evident during the killing and Capturing, In those cases where VC
bodies may have been booby-trapped or were loaded with sensitive
munitions, 'fscavenging} was delayed until after USAF EOD personnel
had secured grenades and demolition charges, and cleared weapons

near the bodies,
c. Phase III Q825 - 1030, 7 December 1964,

(1) With the terminati on of the Phase IT search-and-de stroy
operation, a force of 130 Air Police was assembled to conduct a repeat
' search of the west area of the base, taking advantage af the daylight.
This search continued f rom 0825 until 1153 without incident or comtact
with the enemy.

The sweep line was halted near this location and the Primary Alpha SAT
was dispatched to investigate. The observer directed the SAT to the
VC position where he was located, engaged and killed. . The search
continued until 1340 without further contact or incident, Throughout
the search all holes, gullys, culverts and bushes, were thoroughly
checked. When a positive check was imprictical or impossible, small
arms fire and hand grenades were used to flush out pessible VC,

in the Old Bamhb Dump and discovered satchel charges against the side of
a conex box comtaining high explosives. (See Atch 6) An EOD téam
responded and cleared the area, removing tha satche] charge which
consisted of two blocks of Plastic explosives hound together and covered
with a plastic covering. In addition, two ‘woodefboxes of high explosives
and 9 1/2 blocks of Composition 3, ail] US manufactured, were found
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secreted in the weedsfa&jé.cén{ to the same cm#’ box. On 7 December
at about 1030 a satche] charge was found in the next bunker to the

northwest. In both instances the timer had not been set nor had the
detonater been placed in the explosives. (9-3) The two revetments

10a(14)).

(4) Analysis of these events suggest that at least ane, three-
man VC team broke off from the Znd PIatam.fnllnwing their entry to
the base and Proceeded to the bomb dump area with instructiens to
destroy three bunkers, The fact that no satchel charges of any kind
were found on dead or captured VC tends to support this theory.
There appears to be no satisfactory explanation, however, for the
failure of the VC to detonate the second and third satchel charges.

(5) This was the concluding incident related to the VC
attack of 4 December 1966,
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12. (S) (Gp-3) RESULTS:
a. US and Free World Forces.
(1) Killed in action,
{a) USAF -3
(b) ARV_._HH 3%
(2) Missing in ;::ipn. None
[Z’:l] Wounded in :.ntmn
(a) USAF - 15
('l.:] ARVN - 4
(4) Aircraft destroyed. None

(5) Aircraft damaged.

(a) Major (Requiring depot level mainkenance)

Type Serial Number Man HDLI.I.‘B;'I' Repair Cost Sub-tot.l-.ll-" Total
5 'F St |

RF-10IC  56-080 1,900  $ 4,200. 00

CH-3C 6212579 = 135 10, 500. 00

RC-47  42.93166 600 2,680.00  $17,380, 00
(b) Minor

RF-4C  64.1044 it 144 - 820.00

RF-101C .sﬁ'—.w.i..‘_ 288 . 6,755.00

RF-101C 56-071 . zz 72,800, 00

CH-3C 65-5695 . " 16 _..~%’%, 150,00

CH-3C  62-5692 . .o ' 150 .1, 400.00
. " st :l:‘.{:‘_,-ﬂ, LA e

RB-57 55-4237 CE 366 11, 500. 00

RB-57 55-4264 STa 2,800, 00

RC-47 45-1046 s ."‘.';ﬁ""‘“l'ﬁ-w SECRET
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Shemyn

RC-47 43.48913 . 18 1,560. 00

RC-47  44.76668 Gk 3, 500, 00
(Air Fo
RC-47 43-48767 11 2,800,00 $42,335.00 $59,715. 00
NC-121J 131641 40 120, 00*
NC-121J 131655 10 30. 00%
SP-2H 140452 B 255, 00%*
SP-ZH 147968 85 255. 00+
SP-ZH 141236 85 255. 00% :
. (uen)
SP-2H 141249 1,200 3, 600. 00* $ 4,515.00
TOTALS 5, 290 $64, 230. 00

(¥*NOTE: Dollar computation of damaged US Navy
aircraft is based upon estimated number of man-hours
to repair only and does not include cost of materials).
{SOURCE: PV, w)

(6) Facilities /material damaged /destroyed.

(2} MD-3 Engine Driven Generator Set, 100% destroyed.
Cost factor is $15,650. 00 (w)

(b) MA-1A Gas Turbine Compressor, 15% de:trpyni;i. 144
man hours to repair at a cost of $1, 025, 00 (w)

{c) Air Police Vehicles,

1. 65B8560, 11/2 ton, 65% destroyed

I

65B8525, Pickup, 40% destroyed
3. 65B8552, 11/2 ton, 100% destroyed
] 6538509; Pickup, 100% destﬁye&
3. 65B8512, Pickup, 100% destroyed

(d) Weapons (Air Police).

1 M-16, 5.56MM, Rifle - 100% damage
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2. M-16, 5, 56MM, Riﬂe - Rnplirahle

3 M-16, 5, 56MM, Rifle - Repairuhle
4. M-16, 5,56MM, Rifle - Unknown Ll T

(e) Radios (Air Police).

(" 1. One (1) Motorola 43 HHT 1130E mobile’ radio unit
 with accessories, lﬂ'ﬂﬂ, destroyed.

2, One (1) Mutﬂruia Purtable Hin&f—Tilkie, ,{"r'rilf'
(f) Miscellaneous.

1, One (1) each pair Cannon Binnéulara., % 50 L7l
2. Very minor Structural damage from shock.

——

. NOTE: Items in Para (d) 4, (e) 2, and (f) 1 were
loat in action.

b. Enemy.
(1) Killed in action {H!fﬁ, TAN SON NHUT AB).
28
(2} Captured. 4 (Wounded. 3)
{3) Equipment and Ha.teriﬂ lnnu..

(a). Weapons.

Humaber GohL o Type

8 SKS Carbines (Chicom Type 56. 7. 62MM)

5 AK Suhlni.th.me guns {Chicnm type 56,7.62
MM al;mlt rifie)

| 4 YC Type B-40 .Ant:l tank grenade hum:heﬂ

(Chicom type 56, IIESR Mndul}

2 US M-79 g&tnada launchers

1 CKC Rifle
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ﬁ b M unitions

Number Type
1 "'I."C type ?Klg Directional Mine (Claymore)
10 VC type B-40 Anti-tank grenades {Ch‘icﬂrq

type 56, USSR Mode] RPG-2) with eight
Propellant charges. :

10 Bangalore Torpedoes
& US 60MM Mortar rounds with 5 fuses
2 Chicom RKG-3T Anti-tank grenades
(USSR Model RKG-3)
2 Chitum%%ﬁi /M-33 Frag grenades
5 Chicom type M-32 Frag grenades
4] VC Homemade Blast Erenades (Resembles
OD Pork and Beans Can)
44 VC Stick type blast Erenades
35 Uﬁ‘%GﬂIM rifle grenades {iﬂf 'r;.-.';::inved
from VC EKIA)
2 Us M-2¢6 Frag grenades (dud fired)
1 US Mk III effensive grenade (Removed
from VC KIA)
6 IMM amall armg clipn-;pprnxjmnely
40 rds/elip

41 7.62 small arms clipa “approximately
30 rds/elip i ;

130 IMM loose rounds [upprn;ig;g:gg!} _
260 B. GEMM loase rounds {nppmximlted}

(SOURCE: g and t)
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NOTE: An accurate inventory of captured
weapons could not be compiled due
to seizure of such materiel by VNAF
authorities who subsequently refused
to provide any information on either
the number or type of weapons thus ,
acquired, l

13. {C){Gp-4) Plans:

2, 377th Air Police Squadron. As in the case of the 13 April 1966
aitack, the successful response of the 377th Air Police Squadron to the
attack of 4 December 1966 can be attributed to the effectiveneas of pro-
cedures contained in Squadron Regulation 207-4, "Security Rapid Re-
action Plan". This local directive, through practice exercises and
perscnnel indoctrination, has proven capable of insuring the mobilization
and deployment of the entire squadron in a maximum of thirty minutes,
The regulation is designated to be as simple and practical as poessible, and
i# based on the assumption that there will be no reliable prior warning
of any attack; that no attack on TSN will be of prolonged duration; that
minimum response time of the maximum number of Air Police person.
nel is the decisive element; and that the precise nature of any threat
and the appropriate counter measure can only be determined at the time
of the attack,

b. US Forces,

{1} During the 4 December 1966 attack, Air Police forces and
Taak Force 35 reacted smoothly and rapidly, and were successful in
blocking the main penetration/escape route used by the VC., Although
the precise location of this route was unknown at the time, the deploy-
ment of available forces to the West perimeter, which resulted in this
blocking effect, was neither random nor Accidental, On 16 October 1966,
an attack plan for US Quick Reaction Forces developed jointly by the
377th Air Police Squadron and Special Troops, USARY, established a
Series of contingency options based on recognized routes of approach
available to the enemy. These options established general guidelines
far the reaction of 1S Forces to attacks from these routes, Option B
of that plan conaidered VC penetration from a point on the west perimeter,
and establiahed guidelines for the deployment of Air Police and Task Force
35 forces to counter such an attack. Based on sentry dog alerts and the
Apparent movement of the ¥C on 4 December 1966, the likelihood of a
penetration from the west was considered maost probable, and US Forces
were deployed in accordance with the guidelinea of the plan,
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_ (2] The Joint 1 Forces D 66, dated 1 October
1966 which integrates and €oordinates defense actions of the 377th Ajr
Police Squadron and Special troops, USARY Proved sound and served
the purpose for which it was intended. The formal USAF support plan
for the joint plap hag been published at the direction of Headquarters o
TAF, e (AR

€. US-RVN Forces. At Present there is no effective plan for the
coordination of all IS ang RY¥N forces with s responsibility for base
defense. Thie ia not due to inaction, NS Foreces have reached agree-
ment on their portion of thig responzibility in the form of the Joint US
Forces Defense Plan, Vietnamess Forces, VNAF and ARVN, have de-.
veloped an RVNAF Base Defense Plan #nd have established a unified
tommand, the Tan Son Nhyt Sensitive Area, Utilizing these two plans,
US and RYN, as 2 point of departure it now Temains to reach Agreement
on a single combined plan which will provide an effective base defense
Bystem., (A coordinated plan is currently being prepared for review by
all TSN forces in conjunction with the 1ISAFE Advisory Group, }

14. {C) (Gp-4] Special Equipment and Technigues:

2nd the direction of the Prevailing winds in relation thereto, it was pos - h—ﬂ“g{ i)

sible for the azgauls forca to pans through two Sentry dog posts before oo
being detected om g third post, It is “pparent that the effectiveness of the

#entry dogs along the penstration roeute could be enhanced, S

b. Grenade Launcher, M.79, Although twelve of thess weapons were
e om0 ) A¥om i Y
available for use, none Were employed, This circumstance arises from

c. Shotgun, Model 77, 12 Cau e Stevens Pump Ilﬁavaggl. This
Wweapon, an old item in the inventory, proved cenclusively unsatisfactory,
Three of these weapcns, iesued to Air Police Pozted in alrcraft revet.-
ments jammed, thereby Preventing VC who had penetrated this area from
being taken under fire. This deficiency has long been rec ognized and
replaicement §2 fruge Winchesteyp Pump, riot t¥pe shotguns have been
on order since May 1966, i,

g G e
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d. Rifle, 5, 56MM, M-16. Without exception, sentry dog handlers
tonaider the present position of the sling on this weapon to be unsatis-
factory., All would prefer that the sling be attached to the top rather
than the under side of this weapon, With the sling attached in this
fashion the weapon can be slung from the left shoulder and carried in

4 firing position on the right side of tha body, thereby simplifying the
handler's taek of managing a dog while maintaining an xlert sititude.
Local maintenance shope are currently attempting to devise a means of
effecting this change in the position of the sling without any modification
of the weapon.

e. DBayonst. It became readily apparent in the course of search
and destroy operstions that 2 bayener attached to the M-16 rifle would
have been most useful. Requieition action hus been initiated to obtain
2 bayonet for each M-16 rifle authorized, :

15. (C) 'EGP““HVEE”““““&.EE?.E_&E;@H??&‘ Tne VO attack on Tan Son Nhut -
Air Base on 4 December 1966 was the largest such action directed

againet a USAF facility in the Pepublic of Vistnam since the beginning of

hostilities. The sffective renction by US Forces in general and 377th Air

Police Squadron in particular was successful both in limiting the arnount ,
of damage to 'S reevurces and in killing or capturing almost the total Vv

assault force, Inasmuch as prisonsr interrogaiions revezled that the pur -

pose of the altick wis to prove the VO ware winning and to heighten mozale

of ¥V soldiers and cadres, the sutcome can only be construed as a de-

cisive VO defeat, both paychelogizally and militarily, Leasons learned L
from thizs action include the followiag: i'

4. RYNAY responsible for external defense have not yet attained a ./ 7
relisble capability to detect hostila isrces moving againat the base. Nor i/ 7

¢an the RVNAF, t'ﬁ’-ﬁﬁmﬁn..m;:ns{immﬁﬁx,_ﬂ;ﬁnﬁﬁm.l'.w relied upon. Hence & oo
the effective defense of Tan Son Mnut necwussarily rests with the US Torces,

b. Reliable prior warning is unlikely and defense plans must provide
for such contingsnoy,

c. A rapid znd effective guick resction capability is the decisive
factor and within the USAF this can be provided only by the Alr Police.

d. During this aitzck, only Air Police forces were involved in
actual engagement with the enemy on the Alr Base, Although over 6, 000
rounds were expanded, no injuries were inflicted on friendly forces. This
fire control discipline cannot be expected from augmentation personnel, a
reality which in part explaine our relustance to emplow such personnel
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in base defense operations except as a last resors,

¢, Ordnance and munitions captured by S Forces should be re.
tained for proper evaluation by US technical intelligence agencies,
Fitorts by non-US personnel 1o seize this eguipment should be resisted
until further intellipence value has been gained by US agencies,

f. Fffective utilieation of sentry dogs under condition of broken
terrain, dense ground cover and umfrvorable winds requires, where
feasible, that posta he establiched in depth so that hostiie forces
approaching from any direction must cross a number of poets, thereby
increasing the probability of detection,

g. Maximum destruction of all grousd cover by burning, defoliation —
or scraping the surface is esscntial to deprive enemy forces of & natural “4e- Sy
means for concealment, Fence lines in particular ahould be cleared of '
vegetation and should be properly illuminated to reduce the opporiunity
for undetected penetration of the wire.

h. Difficulties were encountered by Ceniral Security Control in
maintaining an accurate log of events 28 they occurred, This problem
will be met in the futare by ure of a tape recordsr which is to be in-
stalled in the control rovm for recording emergency operations.

ks When air.dropped flares were not available, M-127 illumination &
dlap flares were employed in large number to provide reguirted illumi-
nation, The available hags reserve stock of this item was nearly de-
pleied in one night's operstion, painting to a need for 2 large emergency
store of these flares at il 7th Air Force Bases. (A large supply iz en-
roule and should be in place by 1 Tanuary 1967, )

3+ Only general aoverall direction of Air Police operations can be
provided by CSC in an engagermnent of this type. Detailed direction and
coordinatlion must be exercised by officere and sealer NOO's on the
Bcane, :

k. A major problem in coordinating US/RVN defense zctlions arises
from command posts feommunications centers maintained under the Viet-
narneée concept. Vietnamese personnel, officers and enlisted men,
Assigned to these centers during non-duty hours are frequently upavailable,
Consequently, they are not knowledgeable of the situation, and when called
upon for inforration or decisions are confused, Some command posts
maintained for siatus purposes are useless due to lack of communications
equipment, and their senior parsonne] appear offended if bypresed
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during emergency conditions. Once the new hardened Joint Command

Post is completed this should eliminate much of the confusion and mis-
underatanding.

1. Air Police training has traditionally been directed toward :
effective static defense, with amall mobile strike forces for response gt |
to affected areas. The attack of 4 December 1966 demonstrated that
Air Police in this theater can become invelved in a typical infantry
engagement for which their training is minimal. Although radio contact
with ORF's and the combat experience of 2 few well-placed individuals
resulted in a safe, effective search-and-destroy operation, general in-
fantry training for all Air Police would have been of great value, Pri-
mary trai mmg needed is in nquad tactiea, employment of antomatic
weapons “and ham:l grenades, and proper approach and deployment from
'rehu:iea.

m., Enemy penetration of the MLR and the aircraft parking area is
attributed to the following: Extinguishment of all airfield lights upon
initiation of the atiack; inoperative condition of the low mtcnnty lighting
along concertina wire barrier Eﬁ to lack of parts; small size ¢ and light
weight of ‘ﬂ: which facilitated penetration ‘of concertina wire; jamming
of weapon on Post 15; unmanned atatua of Poat 43; and cpenings between
revetments., Corrective action taken or in progress includes: Defolia-
tion of concertina fence hnng atrengthening of concertina fence; renewed
emphasis on weapons maintenance; repair of low intenaity lighting; and
closing of openings between revetments,

n. Once the VC have lost their leader(s), the discipline and direction
of their operation deteriorates rapidly and there is no longer a single,
disciplined force with which to contend,

16, {U) SOURCES:

a. Air Police Security Blotter {AF Form 53), 377th Air Police
Squadron, Tan Son Nhut Air Base, BVN, 0501, 3 December to 1215,
5 December 1966, {U}

b. Air Police Alert Blotter (AT Form 53}, 377th Air Police Squadren,
Tan Son Nhut Ai_r Base, RVN, 0110-:000, 4 December 1966. (U}

€. Air Police Security Blotter (AF Form 53), 377th Air Police

Squadron, Tan Son Nhut Air Base, RVN, 1100, 5 December to 0800,
& December 1966, (1}
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d. Air Police Blotter {AF Form 53) for Tan Son Nhut Sensitive
Point (Joint Command Post), 377th Air Police Squadron, Tan Son Nhut
Air Base, RVYN, 0545, 3 December to 1600, 4 December 1966, (U)

e. Operations Journal, Tan Son Nhut Sensitive Area, 1700, 3
December to 1515, 5 December 1966, ()

f. Air Police Blottar {A:F Form 53) for Tan Son Nhut Sensitive
Point {Joint Command Post), 377th Air Police Squadron, 1600, 4
December to 0620, 5 December 1966. (U)

g. Combined Military Interrogation Center Special Report, RVNAF
Report Number 0912/TTTVHH/OT, 5 December 1966, {C)

h. Report of Investigation, Viet Cong (VC), Initial Results of VC
Prisoner Interrogation, Tan Son Nhut Air Base Attack (U), Report Num-
ber 1 655 0347 66, 50D OS5I, 7 December 1966. (8) ' ;

i, Report of Investigation, Viet Cong (VC), VC Attack on Tan Son
Nhut Air Base {11}, Report Number 1 655 0334 66, 50D OS51, 7 December
1966, (S)

j. Surface Weather Observation, SC Form 444, Detachment 2, 30th
Weather Squadron, Tan Son Nhut Air Base, 4 December 1966, ({U)

k. Tan Son Nhut Base Operations NOTAM Report, 031207, 4 .
December 1966, (1) : 3

l. Letter, 377th Combat Support Greup (BSO), Damage Report and
Recovered Munitions, {not dated). fC}

m, Explosive-Ordnance-Demolition Log of Events, 377th Munitions
Maintenance Squadron, 0130-1630, 4 December 1966, (U)

n., Scramble/Divert Log, 4 December 1966, Tactical Air Control .
Center, Tan Son Nhut Ajr Base, RVN, (1)

©. Tactical Air Operations Log, 4-5 Dacember 1966, Tactical Air -
Control Center, Tan Son Nhut Air Base, R¥N. (1)

p. 460th Tactical Recon, Wing Message, DCMMC, 01216 December
1966, Damage Report, RCS: AF.-A45 {TAF-1), B December 1966. (S)

q. 377th Air Police Squadron, Tan Son Nhut Air Base, RVN.
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r. After Operztions Statement, Major James 5 Cronen, 3rd Pla.
toon Commander, 120th Aviation Company, Capital Aviation Battalion, -
Tan Son Nhut AB, REVN. (W)

8. Counter-Mortar Raday Journal, 79th Artil. Detachment, Tan
Son Nhut Air Base, 4 December 1966, {u)

t. Memn For Record, Recovered Munitions items, 4.5 December
1966, Explcsive Ordnance Demolition Branch, 377th Munitions Maintenance
Squadron, Tan Son Nhut Air Base, R¥N, 5 December 1966, {U)

u. Memorandum For the Record, After Action Report of VC Attack
on Tan Son Nhut Air Base, 3-4 December 1966, Headquarters Special
Troops, USAE?. Tan Son Nhut Ajr Base, RVN, 19 December 1966, (C)

v. PFatrol Squadron 17, Commander Task Group 115.6, Tan Son
Nhut Air Base, RVN, -

W. Oceanographic Ajr Survey Unit Detachment, Western Pacific,
Tan Son Nhut Ajr Base, RVN.

ROVER K, COE, Colonel, USAT 6 Atch

Commander ' 1. Map of TSN AB with key,
(C}{lcy)
2. Detail "A" to atch I, {C)
{1cy) :
3. Map, Saigon and TSN AB,
(Chil ey)
4. Map, TSN AB Canine areas,
(1)
5. Diagram, Damaged Air-
craft parking positions (S)N1 ey}
6. Photographs with caption

sheet (1) h
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V.C. KIA

v.C

Captured (not wounded)

V.C. Captured, wounded

A.P. KIA

A.P. Wounded

E-9 KIA

V.C. Phiton .

V.C., More than a squad less than s platoon

4.P. platoon (equivalent)

A.P, MIR Bunker, unmanned
A.P. MIR Bunker, M-16 Rifla

4.Py MIR Machinegun Bunker (60 Cal) with M-1§
ARVN Gun Tower with Bftming Automatic Rifle
Wheeled personnel ﬂnr;'ier

A.F, Defensive Fositions

Enemy March Route
Frebahble enemy route

Eneny movement after stop
Fire fight

7Kg Directional Mine (Glaymore)
Light Mortar Iocation (60MM)

light Machine Gun

. 105 Howlteer




Explosion

Unexploded Satchel Charge
Maltiple Tier Concertins Wire

Mutiple Strand, interwoven, barbed wire fenecs

Perimeter Fencing, not barbed

V.C. Bupport/Operation Base

Ambush Point

Poeted M- Policeman :
(Reference T8 Army FH-21-30, June 1965)
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HEADQUARTERS B
CAPITAL MILITARY DISTRICE ADVISORY DETACHMENT

e ; ADVISORY TEAM 100

APO 962443
CMDAD 18 February 1967

SUBJECT: Combat After Action Report - Attack on Tan Son Nhut l Dec &5
(RCS: MACY J3-32)

TO = COMUSMACY
ATTN: J343
APO 96222

1. (S) CEMERAL

8. A Viet Cong Foree of approximately 60 penetrated Tan Son Nhut
Airbase by infiltration on the night of 3 December 1966, with the misaion
of destroying aircraft, equipment. and amminition, and to create reper-
cussions exploitable by VG in Saigon, Gia Dinh City amnd surround ing
territory, A bomus effect of the attack would be in the realm of O
morale and improvement of the Yo public image of invineibility,

b, The raid was conducted by the Speeial Action Unit, A2, clo,
one platoon of 1st Company, 6th Battalion, 165 A/NC Regiment and 60 mm
mertar lst Combat Support Company 165 A/VC Regiment, :

This Bnilanned for obstacle resulied in the death of several mem-
bers of the force assigned the mission of attacking the hanger and (17

d. The operations briefing for participants in the attack was
condueted on 2 December in the Ly Van Manh area, 4 sketeh nap was used
and the elements were briefly separated,

e, Movement of the attacking force from the Ly Van Manh area
te Tan Son Nhut was conducted in twe Stagea, The force departed Iy Van
Manh area, (XS625880) by platoon at approximately 021900 December and moved
' jeedlfba vicinity of Vinh Loc (IB700750),. arriving at about

Ahe force rested here unil EEI?GG Deceiber. At tnis
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CMDAD 14 Feb 67
SUBJECT: Combat After Action Report = Attack on Tan Son Nhut |} Deec 66
(RCS: MACV J3-32)

time they began movement, by foot, to Tan Son Nhut #dirbase, The intera
val between platoons during this movement was approximately 100 meters,
The force arrived outside the Tan Son Nhut fence (Vicinity 795962) at
about 032100 December (Tab 18 i

f. The fences were cut by one membar of the force., The force
entered Tan Son Nhut during the next ten mimutes and began moving into
predetermined positiona,

€. Fourteen men (four from the Special Action Unit and 10 from
the 165A Regiment) positioned themselves inside the fence near the point
of entrance (¥5796963). This element was engaged later by USAF persennel
and three were killed.

h. The 60mm mortar detachment (nine men including ene from the
Special Action Unit) employed the mortar vicinity (5803963, a distance of
600 meters from the point of entrance to Tan Son Nhui (TAB 2). It was
reported that a mortar and crew was oogerved on Tan Son Nhut by an Air
Policeman who saw the Weapon being fired toward the aircraft parking area.
Une PW stated during his interrogation that the mortar Crew was emplaced
as stated above and that 12 rounds were fired immediately following the
initial small arms fire. EOD personnel who searched the areg following
the attack could find no evidence of mortsr rounds having exploded. No

Numerous reports of mortars being fired from positions cutside Tan Sen
Nhut were received during the attack., One Treport of a "possible" mortar
position was given by the Counter-mortar Radar Detachment which is located
on Tan Son Nhut. This report was based an readings which could have been
mertar rounds but could also have been caused by other facteors., In this
instance, as well ag in Several cthers, friendly foreces reacted to neu-
tralize or destroy the reported mortar. Searchs of the suspected areas
during the aetion and subsequent thereto have failed to disclose evidence
to substantiate the pPresence of mortars, It should be noted that the
threat considered most probable and most critical was a mortar or com-
vination mortar/recoilless attack such as occurred on 13 April 1966,

This may have preconditioned participating friendly forces to expect a
mortar attack and may account for the rumerous reports just mentioned.

i, After emplacing the mortar, the assault force, composed of the
remainder of the Special Action Unit reinforced with the B4O elements of
the 160A Regiment (33 = 3% men in all), moved toward the hanger area. The
positioning of forces took approximately one hour,
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SUBJECT: Cembat After Action Report - Attack onm Tan Son Nhut L Dec &6
(RCS: MACY J3-32)

J= 'The assault force split into two groups. One small group
{rumber undetermined but containing at least 3 men) moved to the 014
Bomb Dump which is located North of the new runway (under construction),
The other group moved toward the Cl7 helicopter area which is South of
the NE-SW Runway (TAB 2),

k. The assault force was discovered at 0L0110 December by an
Air Forece sentry dog handler immediately North of the NE-SW Runway, By
b 0hOl1lh, an estimated eight or nine VC had crossed the NE-SW Funway and had
succeeded in passing through a concertina fence ard a roew of defeansive
bunkers (Air Force MIR). This group was fired on by an Air Force guard
whose weapon jammed immediately thereafter. The VO group entered the CL7
helicopter parking area, firing and throwing grenades., This forée was
engaged by Air Police posted as elose security guards. One VC was killed,
the others retreated by the same route they had entered. They did not
succeed In entering the revetments in which aireraft were parked,

' L. Concurrent with the penetration Just deseribed, another group

of VC attempted to enter the Ch7 helicopter parking area at a point approx-

imately 200 meters west of the first group, Thirteen were killed after

! they had suc¢eeded In crossing the NE-SW Runway but before they could

: reach the line of bunkers (MIR)., Nome of this group was observed to have
escaped,

m. The group which moved to the 0ld Bomb Dump suceceeded in
blowing two econex containers containing US Navy five inch shells and in I
emplacing two additional charges which wers discovered and remowved on i
6 December by Priendly forces. Sporadic actions and encounters con-
. timied until 050630 December. These resulted from VC attempting to
; withdraw and escape and from friendly search operations, The last
encounter with VC oceccurred at approximately 051200 when one VO was
killed just north of the new runway cpposite the point of the initial .
| sighting on | December,

n, The attack resulted in 3 US KIA, 3 ARVN KIA, 15 US WIA,
' L ARVN WIA and damage to 20 aircraft (estimated cost of repair - $6l,230,00), -
; destruction of five wehicles and one generator and damage, destruction, or
' loas of a few additional items,

9. The VU incurred 30 KIA, § captured, and the loss of at least
23 weapons in addition to a relatively large quantity of grenades and
ammnition. Deocuments captured by the US 196th Brigade during Operation
Cedar Falls reveals that VG recorded the loss of personnel st 38 KIA or
missing (TAB 3), .
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CMDAD . 18 Feb 67
SUBJECT: Combat After Action Report ~ Attack on Tan Son Nhut L) Dee 46
(RCS: MACY J3-32)

P. Once the VC force was discovered, friendly reaction both US
and VN, was prompt and effective. Damage was minimized and the VC suffered
a defeat both military and psyehological,

2. (8) INTELLIGENCE:
a. General Enemy Situation

{1) There are no VC main foree units cperating in the immediate
vicinity of Tan Son Nhut Airbase. VC units which have an area of operation
near the Airbase consist of three guerrilla squads. The operational areas
of these squads are in the vieinity of A56820980, X5781949, and XS752950.
The 6th Battaliom, 165th Regiment is the Local Fores umit that usually
operates in Tan Binh. This is the Sub-sector through whieh the WO
infiltrated for the attack on the airbase. The VC were active in the
general area of Vinh Loc Village (X5718953) during th month of November,
The rest area occupied by the attack force on 2 and 3 December was in the
vicinity of this village. Seven WC initiated incidents three of which
wers significant, occurred near Vinh Loe in November. Elements of the
2d Marine Bn was attacked by an estimated vC Company vicinity X5725936
on 251610, November. Friendly losses were five KTA and eight WIA. 4An
estimated 4O VC were KTA. The 2d Marine Bn received small arms fire in
the vicinity of XS72894% on 2),17h0 November, and in the vicinity of IS
728950 on 212110 November. Thess inecidents were pessibly initiated by
the VO to clear the area for the pending attack on Tan Son Nhut. The
2d Company, 6th Battalion, 165th Regiment has its base area in the Ly
Van Manh area (XS650850). On occasion, the 1st Company has been sighted
there also. This area is close to the initial assemoly area used by VC
for the attack on Tan Son Nhut (TAR 1),

(2) No reports were received of VO movement to Tan Son Nhut
until the elements were actually imside.

b. Indications of Pending Attack,

The following information was reported to the Capital Military .
District Advisory Team, Tactical Operations Center (10C),

DTG MESSAGE

012240 JCP reported informaticn relayed tc them from National Police;
the VC will mortar Tan Son Nhut during the peried 1 to 31 December,

031508 CHD report; during December 1966, the VO plan to conduct a mortar
and penetration attack on Tan Son Nhut. VC unit fop the mission
is 022, 'The attack will occur during daylight hours.

031715  Oia Dinh Sector reports that one company of the 2d Rattalion,
165th Regiment has moved to vicinity X3B818985, X5800990, amd
X579L982. Mission is to attack Tan Son Naut,
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Combat After Action Feport - Attack on Tan Sop Nhut | Dec 66
(RCS: MACV J3-32)

Headaquarters of 6th vo Battalion, 165th Regiment plus unknown
company of 100 men are located in vicinity of Rau Ram Jungle,

15610915,

Report from Tan 3op Nhut Senior Advisor; 2d Serviee Battalion

on alert in case of attack on Tan Son Fhut,
Enemy Forces,
(1) a2, c1o (formerly Specisl Action Unit F100)
Strength: 38 - |0
Weapons: Mainly light Weapons
AK and K51 Submachine guna
3 - M79 grenade launchers
2 = BLots
CKC Riflles
(2) 1st Platoon, 1st Company, 165th Regimant
Stremgth: 20
Weapons : 1 - Blo
1 - M79
2 - AK's
AK Submachine guns
Rifleg

Strength: §
Weapons: 1 o &0mm mor tar

S5mall arms
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(3) Mortar element, Lth Platoon, 1st Combat Suppert Company,
165th Regiment.
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SUBJECT: Combat After Action Report - Attack on Tan Son Nhut L Dee 66
(RCS: MACV J3-32)

3. (8) BSEQUENCE OF EVENTS:

a. Oectober - November (estimated)

A reconnaissance of the vbjective (TAN SON NHUT) was conducted
by seven members of the A2, Cl0 Special Action Unit, During this period
the reconnaissance team worked for periods of 5 - & days, restsd for 5-6
days and repeated,

b. 02 December

The attack force elements were briefed by their leaders from
sketch maps. The briefing was conducted in the Iy Van Manh area, The
sketch showed only the cbjective area of the detachment being briefad,
The locations of the US Air Force MIR was omitted from the sketeh used to ’
brief the Special Action Unit,

c. 021h00: The entire force departed Ly Van Manh area (XS625880)
(TaB 1),

d. 022100: The force arrived vielnity of VirhLoc (XS7007L0).

e. 031400: The entire VC Torce, commanded by Tu Khinh, the
Commander of the Special Action Unit, departed Vin Loe enrcute to Tan #3
Son Nhut (TAB 1), b

f. 031715 - 1845+ A1l ARVN units involved in the defense of
Tan Son Nhut were notified of a possible attack. The 2d Service Rattalion,
located on Tan Son Nhut, was placed on 100% alert,

g. O319L5: Flares were dropped around Tan Son Nhut.

h. 032400: The attack force arrived cutside Tan Son Nhut
(Vicinity XS7959627 (TaB 1),

i. 032400 - OL0O110: The perimeter fences were cut By Tu Khinh.
The attack forece entered Tan Son Fhut and moved across the peTimeter
road Lo a position in the vieinity of X5797952, The Security element,
composed of 1l men, ineluding four from the Special Actien Unit, took
positions inside the fence break in the vicinity of XS796963. The balance
of the foree moved to the Vieinity of X5803963 where they emplaced the

&0mm mortar. Nine men, including one member of the Special Action Unit,
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remained with the mortar. The assault force moved toward the hanger/CL7T
parking area. Approximately three men carrying satchel charges left
this group and went to the 0ld Bomb ump (TAB 2).

Je 0hO110: The assault force was discovered on or near the
NE-SW runway by a US Air Foree dog handler who reported unildentified per-
Sons near his post. A USAF Security Alert Tesm (5AT) was dispatehed to
his loeation,

ke ©LO11L: The assualt foree had crossed the runway and had
encountered the concertina fence and line of bunkers Previously referrad
to as having been omitted from the briefing sketch. (TAB 2)

One group of eight or nine men succesded in passing under the
poorly illuminated concertina, between the bunkers, and past the aireraft
reveiments into the CL7/helicopter parking area. This group was disecov-
ered and fired on by a 73 Adr forece guard in the vicinity of the bunkers,
The guard reported their bresence and that his weapon had Jammed, This
Eroup moved esastward {except for cne man who moved to the west and was
killed) fired their Wweapons and threw grenades. They were taken under
fire by Air Police who wers posted as close-in security for the aircraft
and withdrew, presumably by the route over which they had entered the
parking area. This action lasted until appreximately OLO1LO. Numerous
explosions took place during this time and most of the damage inflicted
during the attack was incurred during this peried. Concurrent with
the action deseribed above, the second group, at least 13 men, attempted
to enter the CL7/helicopter parking area at a point approximately 200
meters west of the first group. This second group was taken under fire
from the line of bunkers and thirteen were killed and none were obserwved
eacaping.

l. 0LO115: A recoilless flash (probably a 3L0) followed by a
ricochet and explosion on the Tunway was observed by a member of the 79+h
Counter Mortar Radar Detachment from the vicinity of XSBOL9ET., PW inter
rogation reports state that when the firing started, the mortar fired 12
rounds into the hanger area. MNo specific damage can be aseribed to this
fir'E- :

m. OLOL1S: Counter Mortar Radar reported a pessible mortar
lecation at KEBIH?B?.

n. 0LOL1E¥ Permizsion to fire artillery on the suspected mortar
positions was given by the Tan Son Nhut Sensitive Area Commander,

0. OLO117: VN artillery (105mm) fired 21 rounds on the sys-

rected mortar Posltion,
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P. OLO11B: The SAT which had been dispatched to assist the dog
handler who first reported the attacked reported his vehicle (MI151) dig-
abled by a mortar reund or grenade.

Armed helicapters and flare ships were requested by Capital
Military District. The alert standby armed helicopters were airborne
within two minutes after hearing the firing, By 0125, a second team was
airborne. Both teams began to search the area north of the Airbase, The
following suspected mortar positions were reported by USAF Central Secur-
1ty Control (GSC) aireraft and fired on by armed nelicopters and AIE air-
craft: X8748996, X5799985, X5803988, XS810989 and X5819989,

q. OLO125: Headquarters Special Troops, USARV, was notified
of the attack, A1l units were alerted by 0140. Direct liaisen was estab-
lished with GSC. Forward Air Contrel (FAG) was informed of the attack
by Capital Military District and request to support. FAC was airborne
at QlhS5. The Airborne Divisien (VN) mortars fired LO rounds at suspected
enemy mortar locations,

rs OhOILO - OLhS: TFS and TF35, Special Troops, USARV were
alerted. The village of Thong Tuy Hoeli reported 10 rounds of mortar op
artillery had fallén in the village. Four civilians wers killed and
property damaged. .

se O0L01S0: cCapital Military District instruected Go Vap Sub-
sector to deploy forcas from XTBOTOO07 to XT738986, Hoec Mon Sub-sector to
deploy forces from I5770976 to XTB07007, and the 2d Airborne Battalien
to deploy forces from XS770951 te 13784867,

(1) A 1l man reactien force of the 53d Regional Force
Battalion led by the Battalion Cormander, left the Battalion CP at
Ba Queo (XS793943) to search 4 suspected mortar position area to the
north of their CP, This force, moving north on Highway 1, was ambushed
by an unkmown number of VQ in the vicinity of XS787961 at approximately
0150. Three frimndly KIA's and four friendly WIA's resulted from the
ambush and subsequent actions,

(2} The reaction foree dispersed. One element of this
forece continued to report being in contact with the VO and that the VC
was firing a "medium caliber indireci fire weapon®, Armed helicopter
support was requested, This particular action received a great deal of
attention and resulted in the commitment of armed helicopters which
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expended much time and ordance, the commitment of elements of the 2d
Airborne Battalion to the viecinity of the ambush site, the dispateh of
other forces to the 53d Battalion CP prepared for further commitment and, .
in general, added to the existing uncertainty as to the location, strength,
activity, and intentions of the enemy forces. The site of the ambush was
approximately 700 meters west of the point of entrance to Tan Son Nhuat;
however, it is as yet not confirmed that the ambush force was a part of
the force which attacked Tan Son Nhut. Examination of the area following
the action failed to disclose any enemy casualties or equipment,

(3) Although the ambush site is only 700 meters west of
the point of entrance to Tan Son Nhut, it is doubtful that the ambush
force was a part of the force which executed the attack on the airfield.

t. OLOILS - 0210: The VC on the airbase were attempting to p
withdraw, USAF units deployed in blocking positions; from the 051 gate

to the west ramp, a distance of 500 meters; facing north along the east=

west inner perimeter road from the west perimeter road (Xs7l:795L) for a

distance of LOO meters; and along the west perimeter road from XS79795)h

north-east to the Ba Queo Receiver 3ite, a distance of 500 meters. This

last position covered the entrance-excape route of the VC. Two 1% ton

trucks and one % ton pick-up truck, located in frofifof them, had stopped

on the read in front of their peositien prior to their arrival,

(1} Forces of the Tan Son Nhut Sensitive Area began searche-
ing a mango field in the vieinity of XSB15985 and XS810989,

{2) One company of the 2d Serviee Battalion was sent to
the Headquarters of the 53d RF Battalion at Ba Queo.

(3) The 30th Ranger Battalion (2 companies) was ordered
to come to Saigon from Thu Due.

(L) Hoe Mon, Go Vap and 2d Marine Battalion forces come
pleted their deployment in assigned areas.

u. 0LO210 - 0230: The USAF force blocking the entrance-sscape
route received heavy fire from small ams, automatic weapens, rocket
lannchera, and hand grenades from the west side of the road in the viein-
ity of the perimeter fence. This fire was returned and the exchange
lasted approximately 10 minutes. V0 fire ceased and the USAF force
advanced toward the fence finding 3 VC KIA, 2 USAF KTA and 2 USAF WIA.
The USAF personnel had been riding in the vehiecles praviously mentioned
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and were killed or wounded prior to this engagement. The VC force was
evidently the 1l man security force left at the sntrance to cowver the
withdrawal, :

(1) The 60mm mortar Crew was discovered in its initial
position by a dog handler, Tha dog handler fired at the mortar crew wheo
returned the fire, wounded the dog handler, and displaced to a position
350 meters north of the NE-SW runway. 60mm ammunition containers and
discarded increments left behind by the crew indicated that the mortar
may have been fired fram thie second positien. (TAR 2)

(2} Two conex containers, located in the 01d Bamb Dump
area, and containing 1S Navy five inch shells were blown at CP20,

(3) An armed helicopter fire team from the 173d Aviation
Company Jjoined those working around Tan Son Nhut.,

(L) TFs, USARV, reached its pesition on the eastern peri-
meter with the mission of Protecting USARV Headguarters and other inatal-
lations in the area,

{5) Vietnamese artillery fired 10 rounds to ¥5810989, a
suspected mortar location,

(6) a1l artillery fire was suspended at 0225 because of
danger tc friendly forces operating in the areas surrounding Tan Son
Nhut. Air support, USAF, VNAF, and Army Aviation under the control of
the Duty Forward Air Centrollep (FAC) for CMD/RSsZ, effectively covered
the area. Flares, wvisual reconnaissance, and armed helicopters were
used. Fighter bomber aireraft were airborne over the area and were
available if required. The FaC Derformance in commmicating with air
and ground elements, coordinating and contrelling the air support, and
zimultanecusly performing visual reconnaissance was particularly note-

worthyr.

v, 0OhO230 - 0300: The 2d Serviece Battalion's reaction farce
arrived at the Q51 gate prior to further movement to the CP of the 534
RF Battalion at Ba Queo., This movement was ordered at 0245 by the Com-
mander, Tan Son Nhut Senaitive Area.
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(1} During this time, guards along the west perimeter con-
tinued to fire at poasible VG locations, Armed helicopters and FaC main-
tained surveillange over the areas outside the west perimeter and frare
ships contimied to drop flares,

we 0LO30O - 0330 The 24 service Battalion's reaction force
moved to Oa Caeg,

(3) The Base Commander (VN) was directed tc patrel the
perimeter of Tan Son Nt and prevent the egscape of the Vv,

Xe 0LO33C - 0LOO: Armed helicopters searched the area outside
the west perimeter fence attempting to locate Snemy personnel. None
were discoveraed,

Yo QUOWOO - 0530: 30th Ranger Battalion (-) arrived in Saigon ¥
and was directed to search the area vicinity of X5770952, X87h3946, and
- X8784966. This operation terminated at OLOB50 with negative results,

(1) Headquarters Tan Sop Nhut Sensitive Area requested
permission te conduct an opération vieinity XS792992, XsB0598L, ¥s792950,
and ¥5783970. This Tequest was approved. Three companies of the 24
Service Hattalion were employed. Ten suspects were apprehended. (TAR 2)

(2) 8ia Dinh Sector was directed to cenduct g police oper-
ation in vicinity £3765996, X5808007, 15820998, X5815997 and X3B817980.,
Thls operation was subsequently conducted. Iio results were obtained.

(3) a11 pir Police activities (except for forces on the
perimeter) were suspended at CLO0 to permit reorganization and clari-
Tication of the 8ltuation,

(L) A systematic search of the flight 1ine, alreraft and

revetments, runways, tha 1USaF cantonment area, and elubs wWas conducted. WNo
demolitions were discovered and the base was determined to be safe for

operations,
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(5) Two platoons of TF 35, USARV, were deployed in the
vieinity of XSBOB97L near the entrances to the USAF bomb storage area,
and two platoons were deployed within vieinity of the west end of the
runWay .

(6] 411 vehicles enroute te Saipon through Hoc Mon Sub-
gsector were stopped and searched.

(7) BRoad blecks were established in Go Vap,

(8) FAC and armed helicopters continued surveillance of
the western perimster.

" The area bounded by XS876L89, XS820996, XS83598k, and
X582h980 was searched by a force from the Go Vap depot area. Six mcout
dogs were used. This operation terminated at 0825 with negative results,

%. 0LO5S30 - 1000. At 0625 USAF persomnel on the western perimeter
near the entrance point sighted and engaged several VC moving toward their
position from the south. The VC returned the fire wounding orie Adr Police-
man. Two VC surrendered and during a search of the area, two other VO
bodies were discovered. At aboubt the same time, two VO surrendered near
the west end of the NE-SW runway.

(1) A search of a 500 meter wide area from the 051 gate
north to a point north of the Ba Queo Receiver 3ite, which began at 0810
and terminated at 0920, disclosed no enemy forces. The force conducting
this sweep received fire from the area initially but, after they paused
in their movement to determine location of other friendly units, failed
to find any VC. :

(2) TF5 and TF35 were withdrawn from their deployment
locations and reverted to alert status.

(3) The NE-5W runway was opened for traffic at oaz9.

(L) Operations were conducted in the ampeas west of Tan Sen
Nhut, to include the Vin Loc area. Results were negative.

(5) Armed helicopters were released at 1000.

aa, OWL10OO - 2000: COperaticns in the areas west of Tan Son
Nhut ecntimied with napative results.
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Operations on base were normal. Observation was maintained
over the suspected area inside the western perimeter.

bb. 0L2000 - 050630: at 0L2021, a VC was sighted and fired on
by a USAF sentry dog handler in the vieinity of areg K-ih. A Quick
Reaction Team (QRT)Y was dispatched to cover other possible esecape routes,

A search and destroy operation in the Suspected area hy
USAF was organized at 2100, Bight VC were killed in this area during
the operation and one US Alr Policeman was wounded. The operation term-
inated at 050630, (TA3 2)

ec. 050630 -~ O071030: 4 repeat search of the suspected area was
conducted by 130 Air Police from 050825 - 1153 without incident. At
1153, a VC moving in the area south of the 0Old Bomb Dump was killed by
a SAT. The search terminated at 1340 without further incident.

At 061400 one satchel charge was discovered against a conex
container in the 0ld Bomb Durp. An additional two boxes of US manufac-
tured explosives were discoversad in the immediate vieinity. A second
satchel charpe was discovered at 071030 in an adjacent bunker. The lg-
_ bations of these explosives were adjacent to those blewn on L Deecember,

Ye (3) DISCUsSTION:

a. Intelligence reports, indieating attack on Tan Son Nhut, '
Tecelved a considerable period of time prec ing - the attack, were such
that they were of little or no value to friendly forces. By far the most
of these reports had no rating or a very low rati £ assigned by the
evaluating unit, Reports which conld ke investigated were found to be
invalid. The report received on 3 December stating that Tan Sor Nhut
was to be attacked, ang upon which all units were alerted, was not factual
but eoineidental,

b. Four visugl reconnaissance missions were flown over the P
area on 3 December and no unusual activity was noted.
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de Despite illumimatien provided by flares dropped in the
vicinity of the airbase, and the notificaticn to all vnits of a passible
attack, the movement of the VC force was not discovered.

€« Dwerall, intelligence was very poor and requires improvement.
It 1s noted that there was a great increase in the quantity of intelli-
gence reports pertaining to Tan Son Nhut recelved following this attack
but ne increase in creditability -has been cbaerved,

f. Reports submitted by subordinate units during the attack
contained mueh erroneous information. Mortar locations were reported
which did not in fact exist, (fontact with VC elements were reported
when such contact had not been made or the reports otherwize exagperated
VC strength and armament. Friendly forces reacted to many of these re-
ports. There were numerous instances of random firing by friendly forces.
Although exaggerated reports and ineidents of this nature are to be ex-
pected, improvement is required.

g« Following the mortar and recoilless attack on Tan Son Nhut
of 13 April 1566, several recommendations were made and approved for the
defense of the airfield, Thase which had not heen comnleted or imple-
mented prier to this attack, thus contributing to the successful peng-
tration of the airfield and to much of the confusien which followed, are:

(1) Perimeter lighting had not been completed.

(2) Perimeter fences had not been repaired or improved
to the extent required,

¥

(3) The perimster minefield had not been maintained or
replaced.

(L)} Defeliation of the perimeter and selected sreas within,
to permit cobservation and fields of fire, had not been started.

45 550 coordinated, combined, and Joint defense plan for
the internal defense had not been completed.

(6) Towers had not been emplaced and manned in numbers
required.
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(7) A command post, manned by representatives of all head-
quarters partieipating in the defense, had not been established.

(8) Since the most recent attack, each of the above listed
recommendatlions has been acted upon and work toward completion is being
expedited,

h. The route taken by the attacking force from Ly Van Manh to
Vinh Loc is through an area not controlled by GVN forces, This is par-
ticularly true during the hours of darkness. This part of the route was
therefore relatively secure. The initial portion of the route frem Vinh
Lee to Tan Son Nhut was generally sleng a political boundary between
districts. This boundary also divided defending forces! areas of reapon-
. sibility. Although numerous ambush positions had been established by
friendly foreces, the distance between these positions, the dependence on
gight and hearing by friendly farces, and perhaps, the lack of alertness
of some of the ambush forces, all contributed to the succesaful movement |
| of the attacking force. MNo use was made of moving patrols to enable =l
defending forces to more effectively cover the area, scout or sentry dogs, |
and listening and night lighting devices. Except for moving patrols,
the means Just mentiocned were and are not available.

i. The condition of the airfield perimeter defense; i.e.,
distance between and strength of guard posts, minefields, fences, and
concealed approaches were well loown to the attacking force. Penetra-

! tion presented few problems, .

Js The VC force succeeded in penetrating a distance of approx-
imately 600 - 700 meters and in spending in excess of one hour within
[ Tan 3on Nhut prior to detection. Till grass, drainage ditches, and other
cover and cencealment, available and used by the raiders, was also
effective, coupled with the wind direction, in concealing their presence
from sentry dogs as well as guards,

k. Once the VC force was discovered, alerting of friendly units

' and reaction to the attack was prompt. US forces reacted in accordance

with a coordinated plan. Vietnamese forces reacted in accordance with

their plan in se far as on base activities were concerned. Vietnamese

acticns off base were directed in reaction to the attack situation and,

although they did not contact elements of the force, weres in general

well cenceived and executed and insured that no gizable VG force was

present in the area.
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1. The implementation of two unilateral plans (US and Vietnamese)
and the lack of detailed coordination between the two forces presented a
few problems in execution. Both the US and Vietnamese coemplained of inter- ;
ference and lack of cooperation by the other. This included not only mask=s -~ |
ing of fire by friendly elements and unilateral actions taken without the
Imowledge or understanding of the other but extended to inkegration- and
exploitation of intelligence. The publishing of a combined defense plan
should eliminate or minimize these problems.

ms The attack required daring. The anemy ferce was adequately
trained and armed for the mission. However, the defense line and close-in
security which had been established by the US Air Force, and which was net
known by the enemy, disrupted the attack and cansed its failure, The
prompt positioning of reaction forces prevented the escape of mich of the
attacking force.

S« (0) RECOMMENDATIONS:

It iz recommended that:

(1) Actions on recommendations made as a result of the
13 April attack be completed as soon as possible,

(2) Combined rehearsals of the defense plan be conducted
frequently. j

(3) Action be taken to increase the creditability of
intelligence reports.

Iy Inels .

LEMUEL E. PO
l. TAB 1 = Maps with Overlay Colonel, Armor
(TABR 1a) Senior Adviseor
2+ TAB 2 =~ Sketch Map (Tan

Son Nhut Airfield)
3. TAR 3 = Results
l. TAR I - Sources

Gys furn:
IT FFV
D5A, TII Corps
MACTZ
MaCT
CMD
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TAR 3 (Results) to Combat Alter Action Heport - Attaek on Tan San Nhut L Dee 66

AMSULTS
a. U5 and Free Vorld Farces
(1} Killed in actionm,
(a2} USAF - 3

(b) ARV - 3

(2} Missing in action: Mone
(3) Wounded in action:
(a) USAF - 15

(b) ARV - 9

() Adrcraft destroyed: Mone
(5) Aircraft damaged:

(a) Major (Remuiring depot lewvel maintenance }

T ¥PR MAN HOURS REPATE CDST SUB-TOTAL TOTAL .
RE-1010C 1,300 B, 200,00 : i&_' '
CR=3C 138 16, 500,00 b
RC-L7 600 2,600.00 317, 380.00
(h) Finor
RE-LC 1k 820,00
RF-101¢ 288 6,755.00
RP-101C 22 2,800.00
CE=3C 16 3,150.00
CH-3C 150 1,L00,00
RE=57 366 11, 500.00
RO-ET 96 2,B00,00
RO-L7 2ly 5,250.00 PAGE I 4 Baces

oo GGRADED AT 3Yed Lo cHVALS;
DECLASSIFLLD AFTEHR 12 YEARS;
LYY IR 520010
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RO=L7 18 1,560,00
RO=L7 : 16 3,50C.C0
: : (Air Force)
RO=WL7 11 2,800.00 Bh?,335.00 $59,715.00
HC-121] ho 120.CCx
NE-121.TJ 10 30,00
SP-2H 85 2CC. 005
ST 2H 85 2T 00
SP-2H 85 255, 00
: . (Usw)
3P-2H ' IEECCI 3!505.(‘1% 5 ),515.00
TOTALS 5,290 $6l,230,00 |
B i fi
(#HNDOTE: Dollar computation of damaged U8 Mawvy
| aircraft is based upon estimated rmumber of man-hours
| to repair anly and does not include cost of materials).
, (6) macilities/material damaged/destroyed.
' {a) MD-3 Engine Iriver Cenerstor Set, destroyed.
' Cost factor 1s 815,650.00,
(b) MA-14 3as Turbine Compressor, damaged, 1Lk ¥
man hours to repair at a cost of $1,025.004 :
(e) WVehicles
1 TSAF, 1 1,2 ton, destroyed
2 U3AF, Pielup, destroyed
3 11/2 ton, destroyed .
4 USAF, Pickup, destroyed Al
5 UsAR, Pickup, destroyed
6 AR, 3/L ton destroyed

B

ARVN, 1/h ton daraged
£ 430, 2 1/2 ton damaged

(d) Veapons

1: TE : ;"PMJ[_-__}”' 4 PAGES
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M-16, 5.BEMM, Rifle - destroyed

b Two M-16, S.561, Rifle - damagsd
¢ M-16, 5.5841, Rifle - lest

2 4RWH i
a Four Ml Carbine - lost :

E Two ML Rifles = lost

(e) Radios

1l One Motorola UL3 HHT 1130F mohile radiec unit
with accessories destroyed.

2 Une Motorola FPertable Handy-Talkie lost ,

{r} Miscellanecus

1=

Ung each pair Cannmon Binoculars, 7 x 5C lost.
2 Very miror Structural damage from shock,
b.  Enemy.
(1) Xilled in action 30
{2) Captured - §
(3) Equipment and Materiel losces,

{a) Yeapons

NUMBIR TYOR
8 SKS Carbines (Chicom type 56, 7.62rm)
E AX Submachine guns (Chicon type 57, 7.62rm assault rifle)
bl VC Type B-LC Anti-tank grenade launchers (Chicom type £é,
381 Model)
2 U3 M=T9 prensde lavnchers
1 CEC Hifle
1 Hachine Pistol (Chicom type 50, 7.60w)
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(b) *mnitions

NIMBER

1

10

[l

[
fat
o

2
o
Lo

ce Clvilians
Xilled = I

Injured - 2

TIFE

VG type 7Kg Directionsl Mine ( Claymore!
VC type B-LD ﬁntl-tark erenades ( Chiecom
type 5’5 USSR Medel RPG-2) with eipht
propellant ckarges

Bongalere Torpedoes

US 6017 Mortar rounds with § Iuses

Chicom REG-3T Anti-tank ﬂraﬁadas
(USSR Model REG-3)

Chieom type 1/M-33 frag crenades
Chicom type H-32 Fraz grenades

VG Homermade blast grenades (Reserbles
OD Pork and Beans Can)

VC Stick type blast grenades

U5 LOTI rifle grenades (411 removed
from VG KIA)

U3 [i-26 Trag prerades (dud fired)

U5 ¥c 171 offensive grenade (Removed
from VO KIA)

P amzll arms clirg-aporoximately
h? rds/elip

762 small arms clips-aoroxinately
30 rds/elip
91! laose rounds {avnroximated)

8,621 loose rounds (apmroximated)
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1. (I Cowhat Onarstions by AR, BV,
| T"Hnr\ e r‘:.:_ e BT ,I‘ 1% VA ] -:ilJ_.r'_HO'!'
oy { BACAR), dated _..er:e.*.‘ﬁs:?' TRLG

gy HYY Tewmort Loy
Migtriet, Mtiect: ¥0 3tk
Dagerbhar 1064, dated 10

3 (1) Report o, CTAR/TORSI/WIE /X, Tasdivarters Tan Son Mt
Gensitive Arvea, fubject: Atbtack on Tan Son Yt tirhase Misht betwesn 3 o |
—eeaiber 1006 by VO, dated 7 Docenber 1044,

Ly (1) Renort Mo, 1038 /Bee/T0c0y/0 £y Heafouarters 24 Service
Zattalion Subject: ¥ Abbagi, Tnfiltral ::1, arel _Brharing on 78 Mrbase,
Frragencnt betwesen 29 2lotoor/3 and Vo plovert, aid Wrshit reration, dated
7 Decerber 1946,

5. (U} Femcrsndun for Aecord, Headiierters dneein; froops, US4EY
suhiecl:  After Action Renort of Y0 At+aol on THM, 3 < 4 lecether 'I_i-:?.“, (ated
19 Tecenbear 19645,

G (T T Yat: °T Wellace M. Horgsn, Major USAR, O PAR, Sukjects Viat
Ceme Attaelk on Tsam Sen Hhus, undated,

e f":‘:' Femerandiza fop Racord, 05, oD Adwienrwr Tatacks r—} ly Sul-jeet:

TATELY. Payies in the Telfenze of TSN/AR | Decerter 166 6E, doted B
Decertar 1066,
. e Ll "f'a'-""ﬂ"r"-'m‘u_”n for Record, 63, 00 fdvisyy Detap daent, GhEdoet:
L73d A Co hansbdv Perticimtier 'n Defense of ToHAAB on |, Tecanzer 1564,
Teted O Daparhar 105E,

ﬂ". -f"f' Staterants of "Hlar Jas 8. Gronen and Carbain Gerry Z. Girson,

ni 5 f*

stdon Cowransy
Ml SEpFiald en li Jncater,

nOTIeern

120k ki
oy e T

0 (58

dated 10 Deessbpe 1046,

AllLar -'r"I van Rebort, Sénitr

1. (U} After Action Renart,

Pt e
T

Ject: Hapart of V0 Alzgs o

« 1Y Hemort, Ranper Coweoswd Adws -

Qepord, dated & Decenber 17686,

R
Tnoident "’r‘I\"-'I""': daled i Degevber
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ZHOTOGRAPHIC CAPTION SHEET

1. An Air Police Quick Reaction Fn_rce is briefed in preparation for a
search-and-destroy operation,

2. A search-and-destroy team Prepares to begin a sweep while hand-
grenades are passed out,

3. Bearching in and arsund construction zone. MNote the deep drainage
canal,

4. The search continues through recently excavated land and deep .
canals. Obstacles to the air police search team provided excellent
cover and concealment for the VG in their penetration and withdrawal
moves.

5. Two feet of water and mud, steep banks, and dense growth combine
to make the search operation slow and hazardous. '

6. A panoramic view of a portion of the search-and-destroy area of
operation reveals the dense jungle-like growth of weeds and bushes.
These air policemen are searching a grave yard overgrown with weeds
and shrubs, .

7. Air Police advancing into 5 - 6 foot bushes and Inngle grawthsthich
afford excellent coverage and hiding places for the VC,

8. Air Police search-and-destroy operation continues. Note the
height and density of the vegetation. :

9. Tall thick elephant grass on the banks of canals is a formidable
obstacle to a search-and-destroy operation,

10. A 1ull in the search permits an Air Policeman to check the clear-
ance of his M-16 barrel after traversing muddy terrain,

11. Viet Cong killed in action. Note the simulated leg wound on the
farthest body.

12. Viet Cong killed in action. Note the variety of civilian clothing,
including the distinctive black Pajama pants of the V(.

13. Viet Cong killed in action,

14. An Air Police officer inspects the b;::dy of the last VC killed in
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action.  Note the tall thick grnw.th in which this VC was able to conceal
himself for an extended period of time, '

15. Captured VC weapons and ammunition.

16. Captured VC weapons and ammunition. Note the US M-79 grenade
launcher and the US handgrenade.

17. Captured VC weapons, ammunition, and grenades. Note the M-79
amrmunition.

18. Air Police truck hit by VC B-40 Anti-tank (Chicom type 56, USSR
Model). Note the fins of the exploded grenade in the foreground.

LEFT
19. REpht rear view of the truck in photograph 18, above.
20. Damage sustained by US Navy aircraft (SP-2H).

2l. A sample of small arms/fragmentation damage sustained by several
aircraft,

22. Captured VC 7Kg Directional mine (Claymore).

23, MD-1 Power Unit destroyed by fire in aircraft revetment after being
struck by exploding grenade or mortar fragments.

24, VC mortar position on Tan Son Nhut Air EBase, 330 meters weast of
07-25 runway. Note empty 60 mm shipping containers, food tin,

clothing, and especially dirt bank used for cover/concealment,

25. Satchel charges and explosives removed from ammunition revet-
ment on 6 Dec 66. Note the watch used for a timer.

26. Close-up view of satchel charges,
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